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Exploit Low-Paid Workers 


New York—A three-pronged 


unions. 


y. Y. Labor Opens 


War on Racketeers 


war against crooked unionists, 


crooked emptoyers and lawyers who have been exploiting Spanish- 
speaking workers through “sweetheart” agreements and exorbitant 
dues has been undertaken by New York City’s AFL and CIO 
The “cleanup” drive has “the 100 percent backing of 


Key Reports 
ace Council 


On August 12 


Washington—A heavy schedule 
pf issues —- ranging from ethical 
practices to legislation—faces the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council when 
iis meeting opens in Chicago 
Aug. 12. 

Meeting at the Drake Hotel, the 
M9-member council is expected to 
be in session for four days. 

Statements on a/number of legis- 
ative issues—including one on the 
recently defeated bill to provide 
federal aid for school construction 
Fare expected to come from the 
ouncil. 

Two interim reports from the 
Ethical Practices Committee are 
expected to be heard by the coun- 
cil. One will deal with the Bakery 
and Confectionary Workers Union, 
of which the committee held the 
latest in a series of hearings on 
July 31-Aug. 1. 

A report on the case of the 
Teamsters Union, which was 
cited to the Ethical Practices 
Committee earlier this year, also 
will be made. 

The Ethical Practices Committee 
pave a “final postponement” to the 
eamsters and set an Aug. 28 hear- 
ng date on the Teamster case. The 
eamsters Executive Board is now 
Bcheduled to meet Aug. 19, when, 
presumably, the Teamsters will de- 
tide what position they will, take 
on the charges of corrupt domina- 
ion which were filed against the 
(Continued on Page 4) 


aunch ‘A 


»Pres. George Meany,” said Peter 
McGavin, assistant to the AFL- 
CIO president. 

Actually, the war against the 
racket ring has been underway for 
some weeks. 


Pilot Tests Run 


had been withheld until “pilot” 
tests were run to see if strategy 
and tactics laid out by a joint AFL 
and CIO committee would work 
successfully. 

In one instance, after a four- 
week strike at two plants, owned 
by one combine with “sweetheart” 
agreements, a new contract was 
won with excellent conditions and 
wage increases. The workers, the 
majority American citizens from 
Puerto Rico, now belong to a clean 
union. 

McGavin pointed out that. dur- 
ing the strike, which was as much 
against the crooked union as the 
employer, the pickets carried AFL- 
CIO placards instead of signs of 
any particular union. This had 
the full approval of the joint labor 
committee here and of Meany’s 
office. 

The drive also was assured the 
full backing of the government 
of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico. 

Fernando Sierro Berdecia, 
Puerto Rican secretary of labor, 
telegraphed Sec.-Treas. Morris 
Iushewitz of the’ CIO Council: 
“Please assure AFL-CIO Mce- 
Gavin’s committee the continued 
full cooperation of our migra- 
tion division in the States in its 
liberation movement of Puerto 
Rican workers from paper 
unions, sweetheart contracts and 
racketeers.” 

(Continued on Page 4) 


Volunteer Army of Union Men 


ud 


By Gene Zack 


Lake Charles; La.—Five sparkling-white new homes—first to be rebuilt in this hurricane-ravaged 
aea—now dot the Cameron ‘parish landscape following the successful launching of a marathon 
Feconstruction program by a volunteer army of AFL-CIO Building Trades craftsmen. i 

Donating their skills to the cause of speeding rehabilitation of families left homeless by Hurricane 
Audrey, nearly 150 trade unionists worked in near 100-degree heat on Saturday and Sunday to put 


@® 


Its formal declaration, however, | 


rey” Rebuilding Bee 


ALL-OUT WAR against crooked 
who have subjected Puerto Rican 


os 


unionists, employers and lawyers 
citizens in New York to ruthless 


exploitation is mapped by this quartet, part of a committee estab- 


lished by AFL-CIO unions. 


From left, Sec.-Treas. Morris Iushe- 


witz of the City CIO Council, Peter M. McGavin, assistant to 


Pres. Meany, Business Mgr. Harry 


3 and Eugene Moats, another Meany assistant. 


of the city AFL council, another c 
ent when the picture was taken. 


Van Arsdale, Jr., of IBEW Local 
Pres. James Quinn 
ommittee member, was not pres- 


House Liberals Back 
Stronger Rights Bill 


Hope rose for enactment of a 
the Senate passed by a 72 to 18 


significant “right-to-vote” bill as 
roll call a revised version of the 


civil rights bill and referred it back to the House for action. 


Pres. Eisenhower expressed regret at the “jury-trial” amendment 
attached by the Senate, but limited his regrets so sharply that it 


appeared likely he would sign a® 


modified form of the Senate bill. 


~ 


p the homes. 
They are the vanguard of 
ores to be constructed in the 
Ooperative program involving 
ganized labor and the’ ‘Red 
TOss, . 

The crews of building trades 
embers from Alexandria, New 
Mileans, Baton Rouge and 


Shreveport had left their home 
cities by Army plane or union- 
chartered bus long before dawn 
on Saturday in order to start the 
“crash” rebuilding program. 
Under the glaring sun they 
cleared building sites and be- 


gan the massive program of 


erecting the homes from foun- 
dations to rooftops in less 
than 36 hours. Some crews 
labored far into the night— 
working under floodlights pow- 
ered by portable generators. 
The program to help put 
(Continued on Page 7) 


As passed, the Senate bill pro- 
vided for creation of a new civil 
rights commission, with power 
of subpena, to investigate 
charges that civil rights of any 
kind are being violated. It also 
authorized creation of a new 
civil rights division in the Jus- 
tice Dept. y 

The Senate struck from the bill 


most of Title 3, which would have 
allowed the Justice Dept. to seek 


court injunctions to enforce school 


integration decisions and civil rights 


laws generally. 
Jury Trial Modification 
Title 4, .the section that would 
allow the Justice Dept. to seek fed- 
eral court injunctions against inter- 
ference with the right to vote, was 
modified to provide for jury trial 
in cases of “criminal” contempt. 
It left unchanged, however, the 


Dio Group 
Deals Aired 
By Probers 


By Willard Shelton 


A sordid story of New York 
City racket locals preying on 
Negro and Puerto Rican workers 
with the collusion of small-shop . 
employers is being unfolded be- 
fore the McClellan special Senat 
committee. ; 

A parade of employers told how 
they signed “sweetheart” contracts 
with former AFL Auto Workers 
locals controlled by convicted ex- 
tortioner John Dioguardi (Johnny 
Dio). They conceded that these 
contracts gave them the “protec- 
tion” of a “union shop” claim and 
gave their workers few or no bene- 
fits. 

Dio, briefly released from New 
York City jail, refused to talk- 
about his “locals” or his alleged 
relations with Teamsters’ officials 
and these “paper locals.” 

Just before his committee ap- 
peared Dio — outside the Senate 
Office Building caucus room — 
slugged a press photographer at- 
tempting to take a picture. Said 
Dio: “you s.o.b., I’ve got a family.” 

A parade of Dio associates, 
led by-Dio himself, invoked the 
Fifth Amendment in declining to 
answer questions about their pro- 
cedure in “signing up” shop own- 
ers without approaching the 
workers. 

They also invoked the Fifth in 
refusing to answer what part they 
played in obtaining seven “paper 
local” charters from the Teamsters 
union in November, 1955, in order 
to vote in a Teamsters Joint Coun- 
cil 16 election contest. 


Hoffa, Hickey Subpoenaed 

The election contest was between 
Martin Lacey, backed by Team- 
sters Vice Pres. Thomas L. Hickey, 
and John O’Rourke, now president 
of the council and backed by 
Teamsters Vice Pres. James R. 
Hoffa. 

Both Hoffa and Hickey have 
been subpenaed to appear before 
the committee. The committee 
Chief Counsel Robert F. Ken- 
medy has charged that Hoffa 
“initiated” the issuance of Team- 
sters “paper local” charters to 
Dio’s henchmen. 

Blackhaired - Bertha Nunez, 27, 
told the committee how she suc- 
cessfully led her fellow workers at 
an electrical-appliance shop out of 
a Dio local and into a “legitimate” 
union. 


(Continued on Page 2) .— 


Organizing Campaign 
The plant was “organized” in 
1955 when the foreman ordered 
120 employes to stay after hours 
and listen to Neil Lebin, a Dio 
organizer, with employer Samuel 
Klein standing by. 


(Continued on Page 16) 
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Interest Rate on Home Loans| 
Hiked by FHA to 544 Percent | 


‘The Administration’s action in boosting the interest rate on Federal Housing Administration , 
mortgages from 5 percent to 544 percent has drawn sharp criticism in Congress. 
Chairman Albert Rains (D-Ala.) of a House Housing subcommittee said that the rate had been |f 
raised so high that “there is a serious question in my mind as to whether the whole intent of the FHA 
“Apparently this Administration cannot take 


is being nullified.” 


any action in the financial field 


which does not benefit the big 


banking interests in some way,” he 
added. 

Sen. John Sparkman. @-Ala ) 
veteran Senate housing leader, also 
_ strongly criticized the Administra- 
tion’s action. 

The new rate was announced by 


|Federal Housing Commissioner 


Lowell P. Mason. It was coupled 
to his statement that, acting under 
the new housing law passed by 
Congress last month, he was lower- 
ing the down payments required on 
federally-backed home loans and_| i 


House Liberals Back 
Stronger Rights Bill 


(Continued from Page 1) 

- authority of the courts to enforce 
‘injunctions in voting cases by 
punishing violators for “civil” con- 
tempt. 

The practical political difficulty 
the bill faces is that parliamentary 
maneuvering may block early sec- 
ond-thought action in the House. 

Liberal Democrats and Republi- 
cans were swinging to the idea that 
with one exception, the House 
should accept the Senate version. 

The exception involved the 
sweeping nature of the Senate 
amendment on jury trials in 
criminal contempt. The amend: 
ment was so broad that it would 
allow jury trials in many kinds 
of cases other than voting cases 

' —anti-trust actions, minimum 
wage and other labor-protective 
laws, and injunctions on picket- 
ing. 
Voting Case Limitation 

Liberals suggested that if the 
House should amend the Senate 
bill to restrict jury-trial privileges 
solely to voting cases, the measure 
would represent a “significant ad- 
vance” in safeguarding the basic 
rights of minority groups. 

They pointed out that a last- 


minute Senate concession, guar- . 


anteeing Negroes in the South 
the right to sit freely on federal 
- juries, would apply not only to 
voting cases but to all criminal 
cases in federal court. The ef- 
fect would be to destroy the 
practical ban on Negroes on fed- 
eral juries in some areas and 
would itself be a major advance. 
Two AFL-CIO vice presidents, 
Pres. Walter P. Reuther of the Auto 
Workers and Pres. James B. Carey 
of the Electrial, Radio and Machine 
Workers, joined spokesmen for 
other groups in urging that Con- 


gress pass the bill as suggested by 

House liberals. 

_ In statements issued before the 

Senate finally acted, the AFL-CIO 

position had been one of opposi- 

tion to jury trials in voting cases. 
The Justice Dept. appeared to be 


fighting hard against acceptance of| 


the jury-trial amendment in its 
present form. 
Alternatives in House 


The House could handle the Sen- 
ate bill either by accepting it or by 
voting to send it to a conference 
committee for adjustment of differ- 
ences. Administration opposition 
makes it unlikely that enough Re- 
publicans would support the bill to 
overwhelm southern opposition and 
adopt the Senate measure. 


The prospects for eventual en- 
actment of some bill close to the 
Senate version remained bright, 
however, as civil rights supporters 
became aware that for the first 
time in 80 years, a proposal to ad- 
vance Negro and- other minority 
rights had passed the Senate—and 
that southerners did not even fili- 
buster it. 

The jury-trial amendment in- 
sisted on by Sen. Lyndon John- 
son (D-Tex.), majority floor 
leader, became the key to Sen- 
ate action as Johnson extracted 
both northwestern Democrats 

and right-wing Republicans from 
the original “no compromise” 
coalition headed by the GOP 
leader, Sen. William F. Knowl- 
and (Calif.). 

Johnson won the fight on jury 
trials by a 51-to-42 roll call vote— 
with the help of 12 Republican 
extreme right-wingers. 

On passage of the measure itself, 
five southerners voted for it: John- 
son and his fellow Texan, Sen. 
Ralph Yarborough; Sens. Estes 
Kefauver and Albert Gore (D- 
Tenn.), and Sen. George Smathers 
(D-Fla.). Seventeen Deep South 
Democrats and Sen. Wayne Morse 
(D-Ore.) were the only opponents. 


House Votes Compromise 
On Niagara Power Output 


Washington—The House has approved a compromise: bill for 
development of Niagara power by New York State. 
The measure, which passed by a standing vote of 83 to 16, 


directs the Federal Power Com-‘ 
mission to license the New York 
State Power Authority to build and 
operate hydroelectric power facil- 
ities at Niagara Falls with a capacity 
of 1.8 million kilowatts. 

Ending more than six years of 
controversy, the compromise pro- 
vides that half the power be 
reserved for municipal distribu- 
tion systems, cooperatives and 
other public bodies. 

About 445 million kilowatts of 
the non-preference power will be 
assigned to the Niagara-Mohawk 
Valley Power Corp. to replace the 
output of its Schoellkopf plant, 
which was destroyed by a rock 
slide last year. ~ 


The emergency shortage of pow- 
er resulting from this accident led 
to a compromise between private 
power advocates, who had been 
fighting any preference clause, and 
those supporters of public power 
who insisted that there be no de- 
parture from the nation’s tradi- 
tional policy ~of giving public 
bodies and cooperatives priority to 
all of the power produced. 

A bill containing identical pro- 
visions has been introduced in the 
Senate by Sen. Robert E. Kerr 
(D-Okla.), who worked out the 
compromise earlier this year. It 
is scheduled for action when the 
civil rights fight ends. 


setting limits on the amount of 
loan “discounting” that can. be 
charged by lenders. 

In lowering downpayments, Ma- 
son was required under the terms 
e the law to find that such action 

“in the public interest” and war- 
‘anid by economic conditions. 

Others in the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration, including high officials of 
the Treasury, Federal .Reserve 
Board, Budget Bureau and the 
President’s Council of Economic 
Advisors had tried to keep the 
easier down payments authorized 
by the new law from going into 
effect on grounds that they would 
add to inflationary pressures. 


New Down Payment Rules 
Mason, however, used his au- 
thority to lower down payments to 
the limit. The new schedule, based 
on the FHA appraisal value of the 
house, requires 3 percent on the 
first $10,000 of mortgage, 15 per- 
cent on the next $6,000, and 30 
percent on amounts above this up 
to the FHA limit of $20,000. 
The old regulations required 5 
percent on the first $9,000 and 25 
percent up to $20,000. A $10,000 
home that formerly required $700 
down now will require only $300. 
The. hike in interest rates was 
in line with Administration pol- 
icy. The President criticized 
Congress for not grenting his 
request that interest rates on 
Veterans Administration’ home 
loans be boosted from 4.5 percent 
to 5 percent. The AFL-CIO 
opposed all interest increases. 
The new limits on loan “dis- 
counting,” 4 method whereby lIend- 
ers take in more than the interest 
rate set in the mortgage, were 
required by the new law. Mason’s 
order on what constitutes “reason- 
able limits” on mortgage discounts 
will permit them to vary by geo- 
graphical regions, but in no case 
will they be allowed to go higher 
than two and one-half points. 
Pres. Eisenhower, in signing the 
law, criticized this provision and. 
called for its repeal next session. 
He said that discount controls 
“however flexibly they may be ad- 
ministered, intrude into and inter- 
fere with the operation of the 
private home finance system.” 


Cabaret Tax 


Cut Voted 
By House 


By a better than two-to-one 
margin, the House has passed and 
sent to the Senate a bill reducing 
the present 20 percent cabaret tax 
to 10 percent. 

The measure was approved over 
the protests of a handful of con- 
gressmen who argued that other 
taxes should be reduced before tax 
relief is voted for persons attending 
cabarets. 

Over a score of representatives 
took the floor, however, to point 
out that the present tax imposed on 
food and drink consumed in hotel 
dining rooms and other night spots 
providing entertainment or live 
music is seriously curtailing the em- 
ployment of musicians and enter- 
tainers. 

Rep. John W. Byrnes (D-Wis.) 
called it an “employment tax” 
since it applies only when a dining 
spot provides live music or enter- 
tainment. 

The American Federation of 
Musicians has blamed the tax for 
increasing unemployment ameng 
its members. 


A GOOD-LOOKING young lady 
Mary Miller—helps publicize a 

Dept. of Labor. Entitled “They Are America,” the 82-page illus. 
trated booklet reports on American workers’ new problems and 
how the Labor Dept. is working to help bring about solutions, 
You can get the booklet from the U. S. Govt. Printing Office for 
60 cents. Receiving a complimentary copy from Mrs. Miller and 


Under - Sec. of Labor James T. 


George Meany. 


from the Dept. of Labor—Mr, 
-looking new book from the 


O’Connell is AFL-CIO Pres, 


Union Leaders Brand 


Price Hikes Unjustified] « 


‘Spokesmen for the Auto Workers and the Rubber Workers have 
criticized recent price increases announced by firms in tek respec: 


tive industries. 


“The economic law that prices® 
are based on supply and demand 
has apparently been repealed by 
the big corporations in the mass 
production industries,” said URW 
Pres. L. S. Buckmaster. 

He said the 3 to 6 percent price 
increase now being made by the 
big four rubber companies is 
“equally unjustified” as the $6 per 
ton price hike announced by the 
U. S. Steel Corp. 

Noting that the companies have 
tried to give the impression they 
had to raise prices because of 
wages, Buckmaster pointed out that 
because workers’ productivity has 
been going up, much of the 15- 
cent hourly wage increase’ “pack- 
age” recently negotiated by the 
URW with the big four “does not 
actually mean added production 
costs.” 

“The increase in wages could 
be covered by the Big Four with 
a price increase of just slightly 
more than one percent,” he said. 

“If the increase in productiv- 
ity of our members is taken into 
account, it would take even less 
than a one percent price increase. 
The result of a 3 to 6 percent in- 
crease in prices is that the com- 
panies will have more income 
and, it is reasonable to expect, 
higher profits.” 

Big Four profits last year to- 
talled $200 million after payment 
of all taxes, an increase of $4 mil- 
lion over the previous record set 
in 1955, he pointed out. 

“Even if the companies absorbed 
any extra wage cost without rais- 
ing prices, they could look forward 
to record or near-record profits 
this year,” he added. 

UAW Vice Pres. Pat Greathouse 
termed the 7 percent price hike 
announced by the Caterpillar Trac- 
tor Co. “another shocking exam- 
ple of the irresponsible price goug- 
ing of the American consumer by 
big business in this country.” 

The company gave as its reasons 
for the price increase a rise in labor 
costs, the price increase of Big 
Steel, and the forthcoming produc- 
tivity wage increases for 19,000 
workers covered by the UAW con- 
tract. Greathouse denied the valid- 
ity of all three arguments. 


“During the past year,” 


he 


said, “the only increase in labor 
costs has come through wage in- 
creases granted as the result of 
prior price increases, as reflected 
in the Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics’ cost-of-living index. 

“These wage increases have 
been catch-up increases, de 
signed to offer a measure of pro- 
tection to Caterpillar workers 
against the effects of the current 
rigged inflation.” 

Greathouse said that the com. 
pany’s profits have been sufficiently 
large to absorb the increase in the 
price of steel. If it had done s0, 
instead of. passing it on to consum- 
ers, its 1957 profits would still 
have been nearly 19 percent of nét 
worth after taxes, he added. 


“Such unjustifiable and reckless 
price increases are at the heart of 
the current inflation, which is en- 
dangering the stability of the Amer- 
ican economy and causing wide- 
spread hardship to millions of work- 
ers, particularly those on fixed in- 
comes,” Greathouse said. 


Michigan Sounds 
Racket Paper Alarm 


Detroit—A warning of the 
“serious problem” of racket- 
eering in the labor newspaper 
field has been sent to all af- 
filiates by the executive board 
of the State Industrial Union 
Council. 

The board told local unions 
and central bodies that the 
racketeering may take one of 
two forms—the phony publi- 
cation which has no labor 
support but which claims it, 
and the newspaper owned or 
endorsed by a labor body but 
nevertheless employing un- 
scrupulous or high pressure 
salesmen. 

With the warning the ex- 

. ecutive board sent a copy of 
that section of the AFL-CIO 
Rules Governing Local Cen 
tral Bodies dealing with pub- 
lications, and a copy of the 
code of ethics for union 
newspapers adopted by the 
Inti. Labor Press Association. 
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Bargaining Report: — 


. ments last year. 


oT W age 
Cut by Higher Prices 


Collective bargaining settlements negotiated during the first six 
months of this year have provided larger wage increases than those 


reached last year. 


But the 1957 increases do not represent as much of a real gain 
as those of 1956, since a large part of the wage boost go to make 
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Increases 


up for the rise in living costs. 
The Collective Bargaining Re- 
port, publication of the AFL- 
CIO Dept. of Research, says in 
its current issue that the bulk 
of the 1957 increases have been 
10 or more cents an hour. Over 
a third are 13 or more cents. 
Although there is wide variation, 
this is an average of 1 to 3. cents 
more than comparable settle- 


“The overwhelming majority of 
recent agreements ‘also have been 
providing, as has been common in 
recent years, some liberalizations 
in various fringe benefits along 
with the wage increases. 

A tabulation of the different 


NLRB Votes 
Hit Quarterly 
4-Year High 


More union representation elec- 
tions were conducted by the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board dur- 
ing the second quarter of 1957 
than in any one quarter since the 
same April-June period of 1953. 

The board’s statistical report 
covering the quarter records 1,404 
elections during the period. In 
the same 1953 period there were 
1,675 elections. 

This year, from April through 
June, 111,969 émployes were eligi- 
ble to vote in the 1,404 ballotings. 
Valid ballots were cast by 102,393, 
‘or 91 percent, of the eligibles. 
Employes chose a bargaining rep- 
resentative in 875 contests or 62 
percent of the elections. 

AFL-CIO unions participated in 
1,272 elections and won a majority 
in 521 cases. 

There were 40 elections in 
which decertification of the incum- 
bent union was the issue and 26 
of these resulted in decertification. 

The NLRB handled 3,750 cases 
of all types during the quarter, the 
largest number since the July-Sep- 
tember period of 1953 when 3,777 
cases were filed. 

There were 1,606 cases of un- 
fair labor practices filed - against 
unions and employes, a drop from 
the peak of July-September 1954 
when there were 1,762 such com- 


& 


wage increases reported negotiated 
across the country shows these 
broad results: 
© Almost 35 percent of the in- 
creases were 13 cents or more. 
© Almost 65 percent were in 
the 10-cents-6r-more category. 
© Almost 85 percent were 7 
cents or more. 
© At the bottom of the scale, a 
little more than 15 percent were 
6 cents or less. 
® In addition, a sizable smat- 
tering of settlements, almost 5 per- 
cent, were made with no increase, 
principally in the depressed textile 
and apparel industries. 
The tabulation is not, however, 
a complete picture of negotiations 
since it does not reflect the worth 


‘| of fringe benefits or the length of 


the contraet, and takes no account 
of differences in economic condi- 
tions, employment ‘size, existing 
wages, and other factors important 
to the bargaining situation. 


Industries Not Affected 

The report notes that “in several 
major industries, involving large 
numbers of workers, there are long- 
term agreements with no wage 
bargaining in the first half of 1957.” 

“These agreements are to con- 
tinue without reopening until next 
year or later,” it continues. “This 
is true in the auto, steel, electrical 
equipment, railroad, meat packing, 
and other industries.” : 

These settlements, however, do 
provide for wage increases under 
automatic provisions of two types: 
cost-of-living increases to match 
rises in consumer prices, plus fixed 
annual raises often called “de- 
ferred” or “annual improvement 
factor” increases. 

Among the most noteworthy 
settlements negotiated this year, 
the bargaining report says, are 
those of the Oil, Chemical & 
Atomic Workers with various oil 
companies providing wage boosts 
of 6 percent, averaging some 16 
cents an hour. 

A 6 percent increase was nego- 
tiated in the maritime industry on 
the East and Gulf Coasts by the 
Maritime Union. A boost of 6 
percent, averaging 14.5 cents an 
hour, was negotiated by the Rub- 
ber Workers with several firms. 

In the construction industry, 
most major settlements have been 


plaints. 


for 15 to 20 or more cents an hour. 


To learn how “to preserve 


organizing.” 
The letter warns that “the 


Publisher Offers Guide 
To Labor Law ‘Dodges’ 


New York—The Prentice-Hall Co., veteran publisher of 
anti-union material for businessmen, is warning management 
to get ready to meet the coming drive to organize white collar 
workers. (See other article, page 6.) 

In a circular letter inviting management officials to sub- 
scribe to the firm’s weekly Labor Report to keep “alerted to 
the situation,” the company offers with each subscription a 
copy of its latest document on busting unions. 

Predicting a dire fate for employers who fail to make use 
of the firm’s guide to loopholes in the labor laws, the letter 
says that “alert businessmen everywhere are fortifying them- 
selves” to meet “this powerful attack” from unions. 


the traditional white collar re- 


sistance to union, without running afoul of federal and state 
laws against interfering with workers’ right to organize,” Pren- 
tice-Hall says all employers should have its “handsome” guide 
called “How to meet the critical problem of white-collar 


law Prohibits: certain forms of 


management retaliation against union organizing efforts,” but 
goes on to list seven ways by which “informed” employers 
can get around the spirit, if not the letter, of the law. 


LABOR UNITY came to the Lone Star State with the formation of the Texas State AFL-CIO. 
Shown presiding at the opening session in Austin are Pres. Jerry Holleman (left) and Sec.-Treas. Fred 


Schmidt. 


The two former state bodies had been cooperating even before merger. 


State Merger Talks Step 


ped Up 


As AFL-CIO Aid Deadline Nears 


A quickened pace of merger negotiations among AFL-CIO state and local central bodies was 


reported as Aug. 15 approached. 


Beyond that date, those organizatiogs not already merged must, by AFL-CIO Executive Council 


direction, refer their problems and 
issues to the office of Pres. George 
Meany. 

Twenty-seven states have already 
achieved organic unity and the 
dates for several additional merg- 
ers have been set. On the local 
level there have been 117 mergers 
of one kind or another with about 
900 still to be effectuated. 

Meany’s office and other AFL- 
CIO staff personnel in the various 
regions are assisting several states 
in merger negotiations. The Execu- 
tive Council last February directed 
that those states not merged by the 
Aug. 15 deadline must refer the 
issues delaying merger to Meany 


Furniture Union 
Wages Grim Battle 
In North Carolina 


Bryson City, N. C.—Some 120 
members of Furniture Workers 
Local 251 who have been on strike 
at the Carolina Woodturning Co. 
since Apr. 8 are holding out in 
their grim fight for higher wages 
and a better contract despite the 
employers’ most vicious anti-union 
tools. 

The strike was a ion than a month 
old when the company got an in- 
junction which has seriously hin. 
dered picketing and other legitimate 
activities. 

That failing, it turned to local 
merchants for help, and brought 
pressure on them to cut off the 
strikers’ credit and to foreclose on 
purchases made on the installment 
plan. 

When the attempt to starve 
the strikers and their families 


fell flat, the company turned to | 


the courts, and had 43 union 
members arrested on charges of 
contempt of court for alleged 
violations of the injunction. An-- 
other member was accused in an 
attempted dynamiting and orig- 
inally held in $20,000 bail. He 
was finally released pending trial 
when the bond was cut in half. 


The low point came when a 
group of strikers’ children were 
arrested for defending themselves 
when a scab attacked them. A 15- 


who “will seek, through negotia- 
tion, to bring about agreement on 
these issues.” 

The AFL-CIO Constitution 
adopted in December 1955 man- 
dates merger of state and local 
central bodies “effective within 
two years after the adoption of 
this Constitution” through nego- 
tiation and agreement under the 
guidance of the president and 
council. 

In its February directive the 
council also warned unmerged 
groups that “the date fixed: by 
the Constitution, by which | all 
such mergers must be completed, 
will not be postponed or ex- 
tended.” 

Until merger is accomplished on 
the state and local levels, the coun- 
cil noted, “the AFL-CIO merger 
remains incomplete. Further, state 
and local central bodies will be 
able to discharge their functions 
and responsibilities with maximum 
effectiveness only when they are 
fully merged. +i 

Nevada is set to merge, with a 
convention set for Aug. 17-18 in 
Reno which will bring the total of 
state mergers to 28. 


States where merger has already 


taken place are: Alabama, Arizona, 


Labor Units Merge 
In Rockford, Ill. 


Rockford, Tl. — Emmet 
Poyer, an Auto Workers in- 
ternational representative, has 
been named head of the new 
AFL-CIO central body here, 
the first in Ilinois to merge. 

Equal representation has 
been given to former AFL 
and CIO groups in the 11 
key offices of the group, 
which speaks for 20,000 un- 
ion members. 

The national AFL-CIO 
was represented at the merger 
meeting by Adolph Germer, 
veteran labor editor and un- 
ion official, who called right- 
to-work laws “a fraud on 
the American people.” 


Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Maine, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, Oregon, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, 
Virginia, Washington and Wyo- 
ming. 


Quebec Premier Asked 
To Intervene in Strike 


Montreal—A group of 156 prominent citizens of the Gaspe 
peninsula have petitioned Quebec’s Premier Duplessis asking him 
to intervene personally in an attempt to settle the more than four- 


ers against the Gaspe Copper 
Mines, Ltd. at Murdochville. 

The petition, signed by 36 Gaspe 
mayors and 16 deputy mayors as 
well as many locally prominent 
members of the professions, ac- 
cused the company of “abuse of 
judiciary procedures” in its at- 
tempts to keep out the union. 

Hundreds of other messages ask- 
ing the premier to help end the 
strike have poured into Quebec, 
after one of the strikers was killed 
and two others were seriously in- 
jured in a dynamite blast near the 
mine. 

Herve Bernatchez, 35-year-old 


year-old boy faces trial this fall. 


father of four young children, died 


month-old strike of the Steelwork-® 


without regaining consciousness, 
two days after the explosion tore 
off one of his arms. 

The strike started March 10 
when the president of the Steel- 
workers Gaspe local was fired, cul- 
minating anti-union activities by 
the company over many months. 
The union, representing 95 percent 
of the workers, has tried for more 
than a year to obtain certification 
from the Quebec Labor Relations 
Board. 

The company dubbed the strike 
illegal, hired strikebreakers, in- 
cluding a group of German immi- 
grants» and has been attempting to 
operate on a limited scale. 
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Smells Bad 


For 
AeL-UO 
NQws . 


New York Labor, AFL-CIO Join 
To Thwart Racketeer Unions 


(Continued from Page 1). 

McGavin announced the anti- 
racket crusade at a press- confer- 
ence flanked by Iushewitz and 
Business Mgr. Harry Van Arsdale, 
Jr., of Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 3, members of the 
committee’s top steering committee. 

Other members include Sec. 
James C. Quinn, AFL Central 
Trades & Labor Council, Jack 
Rubenstein, Textile Workers Union, 
and Paul Jennings, Electrical, Ra- 
dio & Machine Workers. 

“We are going after these_ 
racketeer locals in New York 
and put in their place legitimate, — 
bona fide unions,’ McGavin 
said. “We're going to eradicate 
outlaw unions which exploit 
Puerto Rican workers, and we’re 
going after the crooked employ- 
ers who operate with these so- 
called unions taking in dues and 
offering no benefits.” 


Retail Workers 
Win. Contract 
At Styl-Rite 


New York—Two hundred em-|' 
ployes of the Styl-Rite Co., most} : 
of them Puerto Ricans, won their | @ 


five-week strike for the right to 
choose their own union. 

The management of the big eye 
glasses frame plant agreed to rec- 


ognize Dist. 65 of the Retail,| 
Wholesale Department Store Union. | | 


A contract has been signed pro- 
viding wage increases and substan- 
tial wage boosts. 

The firm had refused to bargain, 
contending a “contract” it had with 
Jewelry Workers Local 122 was 
binding. Workers contended they 
mever knew of the contract’s 
existence. 

The Styl-Rite settlement was the 
first achieved with the support of an 
AFL-CIO group set up to end ex- 
ploitation of Puerto Ricans by un- 
scrupulous union officials and em- 
ployers, 


He disclosed that the AFL-CIO 
Joint Committee to Erase the Ex- 
ploitation of Spanish - Speaking 
Peoples had pinpointed many 
plants, covered by collusive agree- 
ments, which would be initial tar- 
gets of the cleanup program. 

Iushewitz said between 30,000 
and 40,000 out of 125,000 Spanish- 
speaking workers are affected by 
racket conditions. Most of the 
unscrupulous firms involved have 
less than 200 workers, he said. 

Where necessary, Van Arsdale 
pointed out, strikes may be called 
against shops with racket agree- 
ments. If the workers “stand 
solidly together, we'll be able to 
correct these conditions,” he added. 

Members of the joint commit- 
tee, said McGavin, plan to appear 
before the New York City Bar 
Association to demand that 
something be done about a ring 
of a dozen lawyers whose names 


have continually cropped up dur- 
.ing the racket cleanup campaign. 

“Our experience has shown,” 
said Van Arsdale, “that certain 
lawyers seem to be in all these cor- 
rupt situations. We're going to 
request the bar association to do 
something because they have the 
responsibility for these lawyers. 

The joint committee said it will 
ask each New York union with a 
Spanish-speaking segment to set up 
a committee of Spanish-speaking 
members from its own ranks who 
would be familiar with day-to-day 
developments. 

These committees would keep 
Puerto Rican workers informed as 
to the significance of the. struggle 
and, said McGavin, would be “our 
shock troops.” 

McGavin also announced that 
Eugene Moats, assistant to Meany, 
has been assigned full-time to work 
with the New York joint committee. 


transfer to the strikers. 


Tri-Partite Opinion: 


partite group representing labor, 
agencies has recommended. 


|Recommend Jobless 
Aid for Strikers 


New! York—Unemployment compensation and public assistance 
benefits should be extended to workers involved in strikes, a tri- 


management and social welfare 


Concluding a year-long study, the group joined forces in declar- 


ing that human needs demand that® 
this economic underpinning be 
made available to workers solely 
on the basis of need, without re- 
gard to the cause of the need. 
Conducted under the auspices of 
the National Social Welfare As- 
sembly, Inc., at the specific request 
of the United Community Funds 
and Councils of America, the spe- 
cial committee includes the fol- 
lowing labor representatives: 


Unemployment Defined 
Andrew W. L. Brown, assistant 
community services director of the 
Auto Workers; Arthur L. Harck- 
ham, secretary-treasurer, Building 
Service Employes; Robert A. Ro- 
senkrans, assistant director, AFL- 
CIO Community Service Activi- 
ties and Julius F. Rothman, AFL- 
CIO-CSA national staff liaison with 
the United Community Funds and 
Councils of America. 

Exploring the role of volun- 
tary agencies in aiding people 
out of work, the committee de- 
fined “unemployment” in sweep- 
ing terms to embrace “being out 
of work due to loss of job in- 
cluding lay-off, a strike, or only 
part-time work available.” 


It went on to spell out the be- 
lief that “it is neither the preroga- 
tive nor the function of public or 
voluntary social agencies to judge 
the merits of a labor dispute,” im- 
plying strongly that denial of un- 
employment compensation or pub- 
lic assistance benefits would con- 
stitute both judgment of the dispute 
and employment of economic pres- 
sures on workers to end a walkout. 
Supplement Assistance 

Taking a long look at existing 
resources the study group called 
on communities to supplement fi- 
nancial assistance for the unem- 
ployed with surplus foods, voca- 
tional counselling, job training, job 
replacement, job opportunities 
through public works programs, 
medical attention, casework serv- 
ices, recreation services and legal 
services. 

Sharply critical of existing un- 
employment compensation pro- 
grams, the report deplored the 
fact that the system established 


left individual states free to de- 
velop their own programs. The 
result it said, is that “no two 
state laws are alike.” 

After examining limitations of 
the law in each state. The study 
group concluded that present un- 
employment compensation pay- 
ments are inadequate. 

“Generally speaking,” it. said, 
“unemployment compensation 
meets only about one-third of the 
normal average income of the em- 
ployed person though it was an- 
ticipated that it would cover two- 
thirds compensation when the law 
was first passed.” 

Corrective amendments that 
would set percentage limits instead 
of arbitrary dollar limits, they 
added, have been slow in coming. 

General public assistance should 
have been available as the next 
most important source of aid to the 
unemployed, the group said, but 
eligibility provisions and residence 
requirements have so nullified these 
benefits as to make them inade- 
quate to backstop unemployment 
compensation. 

With voluntary agencies showing 
the way, the study concluded, com- 
munities can deal most effectively 
with unemployment through ad- 
vance planning, instead of waiting 
to undertake a comprehensive pro- 
gram “until the tragedy of unem- 
ployment actually is upon the com- 
munity.” 


Key Reports 
Go to Council 


At Chicago 


(Continued from Page 1) 


union earlier this year. 

A report on the recent congress 
of the Intl. Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions will be given to the 
council during the course of the 
week. 

Meetings of three major com- 
mittees—international affairs, po- 
litical education and community 
services—are expected to be held 
in conjunction with the council 


under the Social Security Act 


meetirig. 


Union Organizer’s License 


Outlawed by Federal Court 


Guin, Ala.—A federal court judge ‘has invalidated this town’s 
ordinance imposing restrictions on union organizers and given the 
Ladies Garment Workers a signal victory. Federal Judge H. H. 


Grooms upset the local ruling re- 
quiring organizers to pay a $1,000 


"| license fee if their applications are 


MORE CLOTHING for striking members of Rubber Workers 
Local 511, at the O'Sullivan Rubber Co. in nearby Winchester, 
Va., has been collected in AFL-CIO headquarters. AFL-CIO Rep. 
Martin Wagner is at the left, directing the stowing of it in autos for 


accepted by the town clerk, and 
pay another $25 for each worker 
signed up. 

Grooms ruled that “the ordi- 
nance described in the bill of 
complaint cannot validly be ap- 
plied to plaintiffs (the union) or 
their activities and that defend- 
ants will not apply the same; 
the bill of complaint is hereby 
ordered dismissed without preju- 
dice.” 

The ILGWU entered the court 
action after one of its organizers, 
William von Bach, was jailed June 
14 while visiting the home of a 
Munsingwear Co. employe during 
an organizing drive. 

Several officials of Munsingwear 
were at the jail where the organizer 
was held several hours before he 
was charged with violating the 
ordinance. He was released later 


be arrested every time he returned 
to Guin. 

The town’s attorney, Rankin 
Fite, conceded the ordinance was 
unconstitutional and could not be 
legally applied after the-union filed 
an application for a temporary in- 
junction against the town and Mun- 
singwear. 

Fite, who is also speaker of 
Alabama’s House of Representa- 
tives, is a long-time leader in pro- 
moting anti-uniot ordinances. 


BLFE Names Loftus 
Public Relations Chief 


Cleveland—Appointment of Wil- 
liam E. Loftus as public relations 
representative of the Locomotive 
Firemen and Enginemen has been 
announced by Pres. H. E. Gilbert. 

For the last three years Loftus 
has served in the Cleveland bureau 
of the United Press, where he was 


with a warning that he would again 


‘Newspaper Guild unit chairman. 
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| Building Trades Act on Disputes 
New Meetings SES (ae aaa Sonera yi osiclass 


Set to Clarify 


‘Gray’ Areas 


By Eugene A. Kelley 

Atlantic City—Subject to some 
clarification, the proposal of an 
AFL-CIO Executive Council com- 
mittee to resolve many of the 
jurisdictional disputes between 
their affiliates and industrial unions 
was accepted by delegates to the 
one-day special convention of the 
Building and Construction Trades 
Dept... 

Their action followed a detailed 
report by Pres. Peter T. Schoemann 
of the Plumbers & Pipefitters of 
harmony talks with Meany and 
committees from the building trades 
groups and the Industrial Union 
Dept. on the touchy subject of 
jurisdiction. 

There was almost no discus- 
sion following Schoemann’s de- 
liberate, temperate report, ef- 
fectively quashing rumors of 2 
building trades-Teamsters “re- 
volt” against the AFL-CIO which 
had been given wide prominence 


INFORMAL CONFERENCE brought together three members of 
the committee which represented the building trades group im dis- 
cussing jurisdictional problems. From left are Pres. Peter T. Schoe- 
mann, Plumbers; Pres. Maurice A. Hutcheson, Carpenters and 
Sec. Joseph D. Keenan, Intl. Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 


BUSY MEN at the one-day special convention of the Building & 
Construction Trades Dept. if Atlantic City was Pres. Gordon M. 
Freeman of the Intl. Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (left) and 
Dept. Pres. Richard J. Gray. Sweeping changes in the constitution 
of the department were voted unanimously. 


| ws struction Trades Dept. fol- | |“previous submissions to us he| | @¢w high in public service for 
| an teens eee ae ge ae Se lowing the special convention. | | went further on this and said ‘shall} | the vg - 
make up the department, there|“jt is necessary to allay the fears Thee Clin Deiege } | Se. 3 ee positing “it Baws. . s 


in the daily press. alterations and repair work. Here, 


It took the nearly 100 delegates/ it recommended, past practice on nitely the matter of gray, areas will 
only two minutes to adopt unani-| an area, industry or plant basis Rooney, Lyons not go to an arbiter. We will never Red Cross Lauds 
mously sweeping changes in the} should prevail. On Trades Council submit the jurisdiction given us by| | Building Trades 
department’s constitution. The 


It is the gray area which has pro- 
voked the keenest discussion in 
both departments. Schoemann 
noted early in his statement that 
IUD committeemen agreed that 
new constructions and additions 
were the work of the building 


amendments are designed to per- 
mit wider participation in depart- 
mental affairs by subordinate groups 
and to generally modernize the 
governing rules of the body. 


200 Observers Attend 


were about 200 representatives 
from building trades councils in 
some of the nation’s largest cities 
including New York, Detroit, Chi- 
cago, Philadelphia and _ several 
others. 

Richard J. Gray, head of the 
department, opened discussion by 
remarking that early committees 
discussing the thorny jurisdictional 
situation “agreed only that they 
could not agree.” 

He read a letter sent by Pres. 
Meany on July 1 to him and to 
IUD Dir. Al Whitehouse which set 
forth the proposals of the AFL- 
CIO Executive Council's commit- 


and end the rumors around the 
country that all we are doing is 
wasting time until the next conven- 
tion, and that somebody is build- 
ing a file of our cases and experi- 
ence.” 

He talked that morning with 
Meany, he reported, “to see if 
our thinking was correct” and it 
was agreed to “have another 
mecting and see that those 
things he imadvertently put in 
the gray area are discussed. He 
assured me that he will cali an- 
other meeting of the joint com- 
mittees during the Executive- 


Pres. John E. Rooney of 
the Plasterers and Pres. John 
H. Lyons of the Bridge & 
Structural Iron Workers were 
named to the executive coun- 
cil of the Building & Con- 


the council to the new 
strength authorized by the 
amendments to the depart- 
ment’s constitution approved 
by the convention. 

The council also comprises 
Pres. Richard J. Gray, Sec.- 
Treas. Frank Bonadio, Presi- 
dent-emeritus William J. Mc- 


I 
! 


someone, your committee said defi- 


our charter to anyone, in or out of 
the labor movement.” 


More Discussion Necessary 
Meany’s letter, Schoemann de- 


clared, said some work “should 
be” that of the building trades. In 


Meany is of the belief that new 
construction, whether new build- 
ings or additions, belongs to the 
building trades.” 

He said he doubted whether 
“any more progress could have 
been made” regardless of the size 
of the committee. More discus- 
sion is necessary, he continued, 
“unless we wanted open rebel- 
lion and going back to the hectic 
days of °35 and °36. If we want 
to be honest with ourselves you 
wouldn’t want to re-create those 
days.” 

The single question asked by the 
convention of Schoemann after his 


Lake Charles, La. — The 
work of 150 AFL-CIO un- 
jonists who donated their 
services to a marathon re- 
building program for victims 
of Hurricane Audrey “set a 


of the hurricane relief pro- 
gram for the American Red 


built five homes in two days 
im Louisiana’s Cameron Par- 
ish (county) where devastation 
was heaviest from the blow. 


A Council meeting (the week of of Electrical Workers; Pres. A mann were Pres. Maurice A. 

a ye runt. z Aug. 12) and discuss the work he Peter T. Schoemann, Plumb- 584 at a — pond Hutcheson of the Carpenters; 

% PM olla a oe P in the gry r ers; Pres. Dave Beck, Team- | | cording to some press reports,| P y GC. Bots, Bricking- 

‘ should be done by members of the Rules Out “Arbiter” sters. might attempt to spearhead -a -re- ore ne ee ia ‘be 
Y building trades unions, while pro-| No one has anything to fear, volt by building trades. 


‘il 


duction and maintenance should be 
performed by members of indus- 
trial unions. 
Discussion of “Gray” ‘Area 
Between these two positions, 
there is a shadow or “gray” area, 
the committee conceded, governing 


Schoemann emphasized, “and it is 
my personal mind, that none of the 
19 general presidents are going to 
sell anyone down the river. We 
are going to do everything possible 
to preserve our jurisdiction.” 

If there ever was a war in the 


labor movement, he continued, 
“the war is over. No one has won 
it. We are not going to give away 
our jurisdiction. We ask you to 
remain cool and collected. . . .” 

Schoemann made it clear that 


while “we have to sit down with 


Hoffa asked if Meany's letter 
would be re-analyzed and the ques- 
tion of “running maintenance” 
along with some types of minor re- 
pairs would be considered by “the 
teams.” 


Report Adopted Unanimously 

Schoemann answered that “if we 
can decide what work is in the 
gray areas we won’t need the teams. 
It never was our intention that 
these teams would settle jurisdic- 
tional disputes but they would only 
be fact-finding teams.” 

Gray recommended acceptance 
“with confidence” of the “progress 
report” and it was adopted unani- 
mously. : 

The calm tone of Schoemann’s 
report and the lack of predicted 
fireworks blasted published re- 
ports of an impending split. The 
so-called “Detroit resolution” 
from the Building and Construc- 
tion Trades Council in that city 
never came to the floor. 

This resolution had been inter- 


The report of the constitution 
committee was given by Pres. Wil- 
liam A. Calvin of the Boiler 
Makers. 

Major revisions in the constitu- 
tion provide: 

© Accreditation of delegates 
to department conventions from 
the 600 state and local building 
trades councils in the nation. 

® Elimination of the “double 
vote” clause held by some few 
unions in the department and_a 
change in the number of. conven- 


tion delegates given to unions. 


® Changing the executive coun- 
cil to 10 members instead of the 
present 8 through the addition of 
two vice presidents. 


© Raising the per capita pay- 
ment to the department by in- 
ternational unions to two cents 
a month per member in the 
building or construction field 
from the former one cent a 


: preted as incitement of the differ- prec 

Vil encés between the IUD and build- ie 

ons ing trades. It declared itself in|. ° Establishment of annual af- 
tive we favor of labor unity but added| filiation fees for local and state 
o eS ; Sa 4) “nothing we have seen, or heard, or building trades councils. 

ert. ores : read has allayed our suspicions and} ® Appointment o i 
ftus | GENERAL VIEW of the special convention of the Building & Construction Trades Dept. shows | conviction ext we in the lndentstad idiacame te the =r gh 
eau §| Pres. Peter T. Schoemann of the Plumbers & Pipefitters delivering his report on progress of talks| centers are not to become sacrifi-| assignment would include coor- 
was §f to alleviate jurisdictional problems. Nearly.100 delegates were accredited and were joined by an-| cial lambs on the altar. of the|dinating the functions of state and 
san. great labor merger.” local councils, 


other 200 observers from building trades councils from many of the nation’s largest cities. 
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Shame in the City 
ea is a mild word to describe the vicious exploitation, 
by racketeers masquerading as labor leaders and by sweatshop 
employers, of Puerto Rican and Negro workers in New York City. 

The spotlight being cast by the McClellan Committee on the 
activities of racketeer Johnny Dio, his aides and competitors, 
shows up a conspiracy against working men and women—a con- 
spiracy to deprive them of decent wages and working conditions 
and the American right of opportunity. 

The methods were simple: gangsters holding charters for “paper 
locals” in a few unions made deals, buttressed by threats of violence, 
with small employers for “union contracts.” . i 

The gangsters got the dues money; the employers got “protection” 
against legitimate unions seeking to bring decerit wages and con- 
ditions to the workers; and the workers in the sweatshops got noth- 
ing but continued exploitation. ; 

That the workers were, in large part, poverty-stricken Puerto 
Ricans seeking to better themselves in the continental United States 
compounds .the crime. Having little knowledge of the English 
language, these newcomers to our shores could scarcely be expected 
“to know the ropes” to free themselves from racketeer-employer 
exploitation. ~ 

It is to the workers’ credit that in a number of cases, when 
the opportunity came ‘to join honest, decent unions, they did so — 
voluntarily and enthusiastically; and they have proven themselves 
loyal, true union members. 

xk Kk & 

The activities of Johnny Dio and the other hoodlums were no 
secret in New York. The existence of “paper locals”—hunting 
licenses for exploitation and extortion—had been known and com- 
batted by decent union men for months, and years. The willingness 
of a few union officials to traffic in the “paper local” racket has 
also been common knowledge. 

The AFL-CIO has been working to combat this conspiracy. 
Both the AFL and CIO city central bodies in the New York area 
have joined to fight this evil and have made considerable progress 
in setting the stage for abolition of this kind. of racketeering. 

New York law enforcement agencies have begun to move, and 
some of the worst of the racket¢ers are headed for prison terms. 

xk «* *.- 

The McClellan committee, too, has a continuing responsibility 
to differentiate between honest and crooked union officials. . People 
seeing the wide publicity given the hearings in the newspapers, on 
radio and television, need constantly to be reminded of this point. 

There is a real danger that broad sections of the public may come 
to conclude on the- basis of the hearings that “all labor leaders 
_ are crooks.” 

The smearing of the labor movement because of the atrocious 
conduct of a tiny handful of men -who use labor’s good name 
as a shield for their racketeering is as unfair as it is in error. 

In these days, the labor movement must demonstrate that the 
incidents described before the McClellan committee are not at all 
typical. | F 

Labor must prove once again, by word and by deed, that it is 
indeed what it is: a loyal, devoted, unselfish movement aimed at 
promoting the betterment of working men and women in America. 
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Employers Turn to ‘Snob-Appeal’ 


To Block White Collar Drive 


(The following article on the problem of organ- 
izing the white collar worker is excerpted from the 
July issue of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Organization 
Bulletin.) 

By John-W. Livingston 
Director of Organization, AFL-CIO 


During the organizing conferences held earlier 
this year, I stated my conviction that the next great 
advance in organization would be among white 
collar workers. There are several reasons why _this 
will occur. ‘ 

In the first place, it is among white collar work- 
ers that the greatest need and potential exist. These 
workers have lost whatever advantage they once 
held, economically. They lack any effective pro- 
tection against arbitrary management decisions af- 
fecting their own security and well-being. 

Even the prestige they once felt was theirs by rea- 
son of their occupational proximity to management 
is fast dwindling. As a widely circulated business 
magazine put it, “the white collar is no longer the 
badge of respectability.” 

Secondly, organized labor knows that not only 
the needs of these workers but labor’s own self- 
interest demands that white collar workers be 
brought within the fold of the trade union family. 
Any bloc of unorganized workers constitutes a 
threat to the established labor movement. The 
13 million unorganized white collar workers in 
this country, viewed in these terms, must be or- 
ganized. 
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Third, changing techniques in industry are creat- 
ing a new white-collar, blue-collar balance. Now, 
for the first time in our history, whité collar work- 
ers in America numerically exceed other workers— 
and statistical predictions indicate an increasing 
change in the ratio, to the numerical advantage of 
the white collar force. Common sense would point 
out that this new majority work force must be as- 
sumed into organized labor’s fold. 


Management Opens Drive 


Fourth, white collar workers themselves are be- 
coming more aware of the necessity for, and desir- 
ability of, organization. Recent experiences re- 
ported by our staff in various sections of the coun- 
try evidence that fact. 

Finally, our movement is equipped te assist white 
collar workers in their organizing endeavors as at 
no previous time. We have more resources, more 
know-how, more experience. 

Management and those agencies who serve man- 
agement interests are not unaware of these facts. 
National business associations have called special 
conferences at which the question of unionization 
of white collar workers has been discussed. 

One publishing company, correctly interpreting 
such factors as I have listed above, was all pre- 
pared, at the time of the AFL-CIO merger, to 
exploit the organizing fears of management. The 
convention had scarcely adjourned when the out- 
fit rushed into print with a special report labeled, - 
“Personal Memorandum—How to Meet the Prob- 
lem of White-Collar Organizing.” 

Two important observations spring from the is- 
suance of the pamphlet, and the manner in which 
it is being advertised: (1) management, as previously 
noted, recognizes that white collar workers are more 
responsive to unionization today than at any pre- 
vious time; (2) management will «intensify its ef- 
forts to stave off the union drive. 


Snob-Appeal Campaign Urged 

Professionals have been hired by companies to 
conduct studies. of their white collar workers to — 
determine what conditions exist, and what atti- 
tudes prevail, which, if unchanged, will induce 
those workers to become union members. 

These alleged experts have now reached some 
tentative conclusions. Summed up, they advise - 
attention to the prestige factor—‘“play up the - 
professional angle” the experts advise—in a 
frank, cynical snob-appeal campaign. 

At best, the snob campaign will prove a mere 
delaying tactic here and there. White collar work- 
ers are no less capable of analyzing their situation 
than their supervisors. 

They are learning that in today’s complex busi- 
ness and industrial world, organization is the indis- 
pensable ingredient for success. It is our mission as 
organizers to help them learn the lesson. 
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Unionists Launch ‘Audrey’ Rebuilding Bee 
; ag ‘ ' ; : 
Building Trades Workers 
e e 4 
Erect First Five Houses 
- (Continued from Page 1) 
storm-battered Cameron, Creole and Grand Chenier back on their 
feet was inaugurated by Victor Bussie, president of the Louisiana 
State Labor Council, AFL-CIO, and Philip Piro, president of the 
Louisiana Building Trades Council, who offered to mobilize the 
labor force to aid the Red Cross in its rehabilitation program. 
Coordinating the efforts of labor and the national relief agency 
| was Kenneth W. Kramer, Red Cross liaison to AFL-CIO Com- 
) munity Service Activities. 

It was the first time in the long history of aiding disaster sufferers 
that the Red Cross had been backstopped with a ready-made force 
of skilled workers willing to donate their services. As a result, in 
the construction of the first five homes, the free labor saved the 
Red Cross some $25,000 in reconstruction costs. - 

The materials used in the homes has been donated by the Red| 
Cross, under its program of providing for the disastér victims on 
the basis of need. In addition, the national organization provides 
for the household furnishings, clothing and food to help the storm’s 
victims start a new life. 


. The trade unionist volunteers—many of whom indicated they 


would be returning to work with new crews from other cities rs en uneny 
throughout the state in the coming weeks of construction—were UP GOES A WALL on one of the five homes erected in two days by AFL-CIO building trades 


: ; ~a q:.| Volunteers who worked in marathon’ shifts under the broiling Louisiana sun, and far into the night 
— — Total tke ae i under the glare of flood lights which drew their power from portable generators supplied by the unions. 
supplied by the Red Cross. 

Cost of transporting the crews is being paid out of a Louisiana 
State Labor Council hurricane relief fund, raised by contributions 
from AFL-CIO locals throughout the state. These funds will 
also go to purchasing portable generators and adequate power 
tools for use by the building crews in the disaster area, as well as 
to screen the sleeping tents to protect the volunteers from the 
swarms of mosquitos rising from the low-lying areas still inun- 
dated in the wake of the storm. 

Three of the four mobile disaster canteens donated to the Red 
Cross by the AFL~CIO-CSA— in operation in this area since the 
disaster struck five weeks ago—brought coffee, sandwiches and 
fresh water to’the crews at the building sites. 

While the first five houses were going up, Red Cross officials were 
busily scanning their files to find the families with urgent needs 
to be recipients of the five homes to be built next weekend, and were | | 
scouring area lumber yards for the critical construction materials 
needed to do the job. 


3 


BY MID-AFTERNOON, the frame of one of the h rises up as labor volunteers swarm over 
|the project. Coordinating the job on each of the five projects was a-member of the Lake Charles 
a | AFL-CIO Building Trades Council and a Red Cross building advisor. All materials were purchased 

by the Red Cross, and the homes are provided absolutely free to needy victims of the storm. 


ONE OF THE STORM’S VICTIMS, Gilbert LaSalle (center), re- 
turns to the area where the storm swept away three of his five 
children. While labor volunteers complete his new home in the 
background, he confers with Philip Piro (left), president of the 


Louisiana Building Trades Council, and J. White Guyn (right), | ssc te ee . eS ae : ee 
Red Cross building adviser. COMPLETION IS NEAR on this home being built in hurricane-ravaged southern Louisiana by vol 
; Cz unteer army of AFL-CIO building trades craftsmen recruited from all over the state. Stepping 


up their pace to complete the home in two-day marathon program, roofers are busy shingling, while 
painters start on one side of the structure and carpenters are still putting up a wall on the other side. 
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A WELCOME BREAK from the stepped-up production pace came as one of the labor-donated 
AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. CG. - | Red Cross canteens brings sandwiches, coffee and cold drinks to one of the building sites. This is one 
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of three AFL-CIO canteens which the Red Cross has in service in the storm-ravaged Louisiana area. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 1957. 


THE TEXTILE WORKERS UNION and the AFL-CIO Community Service Activities took the. 
lead-in arranging for the first shots of Salk anti-polio vaccine to be administered in New Bedford 
(Mass.), when they set up a mass inoculation clinic at Cameo Curtain Co. Cooperating in the 
protective measure are the New Bedford Board of Health and Medical Society. 


How to Buy: 


New Cars Costlier to Maintain 


By Sidney Margolius © 
ODERN high-powered cars are proving not 
only costly to maintain and repair, but a 
new controversy has broken out over their safety. 


Car manufacturers themselves have become wor- 
ried enough over the criticism of high power and 
have now decided to tone down their ads emphasiz- 
ing speed and ac- 
celeration and even 
are withdrawing 
from racing activ- 
ity: = 

The power race 


turers has» reached 
the point where you 
now have models 
with as much as 
290 horsepower, 
capable of speeds 
up to 117 mph and 
acceleration from 0 
to 60 mph in 10.5 
seconds from a 
standing start. Even 
the so-called -popular-price cars now supply from 
125 to 245 h.p. depending on the model and special 
engine features. 

With the widespread use of V-8 engines it now 
often costs as much to repair a Ford, Chevy or 
Plymouth as a Cadillac or Chrysler. For one 
thing, the cost of valve jobs, which modern high- 
compression engines require more frequently than 
did older models, now is about the same for all 
makes. 

Too, even the lower-price V-8’s now have hy- 
draulic valve lifters, which entails expense of repair 
when lifter troubles develop. 


Making Ends Meet: 


Wage Garnishee Racket Grows 


- By Nancy Pratt 


HAT is a garnishee? Unless you've learned 

through sad experience, a garnishee probably 
sounds like some kind of decoration for a salad. 
But to an increasing number of wage-earners, the 
word spells trouble, and in some cases, even loss 
of a job. 

A garnishee is a 
court order forcing 
your employer to 
hand over part or 
all of your pay- 
check to someone 
to whom you owe 
money. Another 
word for it is “wage 
attachment.” 


among car manufac-. 


The many valve problems of late-model cars are 
blamed partly on their high-compression engines, 
but also on today’s crowded traffic conditions. 

Power steering is another source of extra repair 
bills, service specialists report. It works under hy- 
draulic pressure, and the pump eventually wears 
out or leaks. Similarly, a brake job on power 
brakes costs more if you want to do a complete 
job. The booster should be removed and tested, 
which is another operation the car owner pays for. 

To keep down today’s potentially big repair bills, 
periodic inspection and servicing are now more 
vital than ever. 


Spark plugs especially take “a- beating” from” 
modern high-compression engines, but at the 
same time are more vital in engine efficiency. 
Plugs firing under high compression must deliver 
the full spark, and must be cleaned and checked 
frequently to make sure they are properly 
gapped. The spark also must be delivered at the 
right time to avoid wasting fuel. If ignition tim- 
ing is retarded even a little, you lose several 
horsepower and use up more gas, engineers say. 

On another point, anyone who expects to carry 
more than the normal amount of load in his car 
should consider getting the oversized tires now 
offered as optional equipment by most car manu- 
facturers. Note that any car equipped with air con- 
ditioning comes with larger tires than the same 
model without air conditioning. 

Another feature: criticized by optical as well as 
car experts is tinted glass, which is said to reduce 
night vision no matter how slightly tinted. The 
tinted plastic sunvisors found on some models are 
preferable although these are considered a possible 
source of injury in a sudden stop or collision. 

Copyright 1957 by Sidney Margolius. 


using them as a sure way of extracting money on 
installment contracts. : 

A fast-talking salesman sells you something on 
the installment plan and asks you to sign a “re- 
ceipt.” Actually, the “receipt” is a note which au- 
thorizes.an attorney to go to court and secure a 
wage attachment if you default on the terms of the 
loan. 

Such an authorization can mean that if you slip 
up on a single payment, your signature on the 
“receipt” authorizes the dealer to sue you for the 
full amount due, plus court costs. . : 

The note may relieve the dealer of any responsi- 
bility for the goods sold you. In such a case you 
could be responsible for payments even though the 
goods sold you turned out to be junk. 

For the individual consumer, the moral to the 
garnishee racket is: Don’t sign any kind of receipt or 


note unless it is completely filled in and you know 


‘exactly what it means. | 

A reputable lending agency or department store 
will gladly explain the terms of installment loans 
and allow you to check the contract. 

If you do receive a court order asking you to 
appear at a hearing on a \garnishee, discuss the 
problem at once with your shop steward. In some 


Hollywood Observer: 


Hudson to Portray — 
Newsman in Pylon 


By ROCK HUDSON 
(pinch-hitting for Paul Patrick) 
© econbdheh: rete they tell me I’m going to play a newspaper- ~ 
man and right away I’m clutching a very hot potato. 
Ever since Pat O’Brien brought “The Front~Page” to life on 


Broadway, actors have been making characters out of reporters, 
How do I make mine different? 


Since I have a whole guest column I choose this portrayal in 
Universal-International’s “Py- 
lon.” 


Why is it a hot potato? Be- 
cause want to make this 


character, Burke Devlin, be- 
lievable. It seems that au- 
diences are so accustomed to 
the cynical drunk with feet on 
the desk, hat on back of the 
head and cigarette hanging out 
of the mouth that anything else 
would look phony. 

“Pylon” is the story of a 
man covering a story for the 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
in the thirsty Thirties when the 
air circus was America’s most 
exciting outdoor entertainment. 

The man happens to be a 
prototype of William Faulk- 
ner, Nobel prize-winning 
novelist. This is not a biog- 
raphy of Faulkner, but the © 
picture is based on his novel, “Pylon,” and it is established that 
Devlin is Faulkner speaking his thoughts through the reporter 
hero. So this can’t be just any old hack. 

In the film there’s the finest cast of colleagues I’ve had since 
“Written on the Wind.” Dorothy Malone and Bob Stack are with 
me again, aided and abetted by Jack Carson and Robert Middle- 
ton. All of them portray characters connected in one way or 
another with the barnstorming adventure I’m covering. 

Stack is a pilot hero of the famed Lafayette Escadrille of World 
War I, Dorothy is his parachute-jumping wife, Carson his devoted 
mechanic and Middleton a wealthy promoter. The problem is 
to delineate a believable newspaperman falling head over heels 
in love with Stack’s wife when he’s supposed to make sharp like an 
ace reporter. 

On one hand I have the diehards who say, “Rock, boy, the 
fans won’t go for you as a slob with a five o’clock shadow and 
hock-shop clothes.” On the other, the problem is to be authen-’ 
tic. While I am no good at portraying slobs, no $15-a-week de- 
pression reporter ever looked like the hero of a Fannie Hurst 
novel, Fine, so I'll stick to my guns, win my point and play. 
Burke Devlin just as he was written. 

Where do I come off playing a cynical drunk? I like to think 
I’ve learned how to act, finally, but the camera imposes its limita-: 
tions and one of them, in my case, is that Hudson would look like 
a sophomore on his first binge if I tried to make a sneering crock 
out of Devlin. 

What do we come up with? The final result might be ‘disap- 
pointing to the fans if they are looking for a heroic glamor boy. 
This boy, Devlin, does not have to be a bum but his values are 
different than those of the conventional family man and this is the 
way I play him. He cares nothing about his appearance, likes a 
shot of grog now and then to make the world look a little prettier 
than it is and is a man whose thoughts are deep; they do not come 
easy, so he is more of a stammerer than a glib conversationalist. 

What you want to know is, how does a joker like this get a 
glamor doll like Dorothy Malone in the final fadeout? You'll just 
have tu see “Pylon” to find out. 


Rock Hudson 


plants, wage garnishments are grounds for dismissal. 
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Im Offen Wrong: | 


Heavyweight Match 
Puts Hurley on Spot 


By Joe Miller 


3 IS with a sense of regret, because Promoter Jack Hurley i is an 
old and dear friend, that this corner joins the neWspaper wolf- 
pack decrying the forthcoming Patterson-Rademacher heavyweight 
title “fight” in Seattle Aug. 22. 

That this monumental mismatch has no business being already 


has been thoroughly aired by every boxing writer from Red Smith. 


to Jack Hand. Further words on this score would be unnecessary. 
What concerns me is that “Deacon Jack” Hurley, an honorable 


man whom Damon Runyon once called “the only honest manager 


in the fight racket, ” has let himself become associated with boxing’s 
biggest travesty since Primo Carnera was doing business. : 

Hurley, an ascetic-faced man in his late 50’s with a rasping voice 
and angry ulcers, has a fine, unblemished record in boxing dating 
back to the 1920’s. It was Jack who originally cracked the old 
Madison Square Garden monopoly in 1934 by putting on Barney 
Ross and Billy Petrolle at the Bronx Coliseum. 

It was Hurley who had such regard for his best fighter, Petrolle, 
that he made him quit, at the young age of 28, after the “Fargo 
Express” had taken a licking from Tony Canzoneri. 

It also was Hurley who started the IBC, or “Octopus, Inc.” 
down its present road to oblivion by so brilliantly dramatizing 
the boycott of his fighter, Harry Matthews, that the U.S. Senate 
threatened an investigation.. And it has been Hurley who has 
been the most persistent critic of the weekly TV shows that have 
done more to kill boxing than any single factor. 

All of this makes Jack’s present role as perpetrator of the Pat- 
terson-Rademacher fiasco seem strange at best. Certainly money 
is not that important to him because I know he has pusnes down 
better financial deals. 

I suspect, however, that this weirdest of all fights in ring history 
may be a product of Hurley’s intense frustration with the miserable 
state of boxing today. Somehow I can see him thinking, with his 
aciduolus sense of humor, “Practically every fight you see is a dog 
between stumblebums that shouldn’t be out of the curtainraiser 
class. Well then, I will give them the turkey to end all turkeys.” 

On one point I will have to mildly defend Jack. I don’t agree 
with those who think that Pete Rademacher may be seriously 
hurt or killed under the lights at Seattle’s Sick Stadium. In the 
first place he can’t take a punch well enough to be hurt as was 
Tommy (“The Zephyr”) Jackson. I’ve seen amateurs stagger 
Rademacher with 16-ounce gloves and he once was stiffened 
with the big pillows from a left hook thrown by Bob Ranck of 
the University of Wisconsin in a 1951 exhibition. 

In the second place I have a suspicion that there will be a con- 
vention in Patterson’s dressing room between Floyd, the champion, 


UAW Golf Tourney 
Open To All Unionists - 


Members of all AFL-CIO unions and their families are in- 
vited to enter a national golf tournament sponsored by the 
United Auto Workers, Olga Madar, director of the UAW’s 
Recreation Dept., announced. 

Entry blanks may be obtained by writing to the UAW 
Recreation Dept. at 8000 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit 
14, Mich., or by contacting UAW local union offices anywhere 
in the United States or Canada. 

The tourney itself will be held Aug. 24-25 at Purdue Uni- 
versity, West Lafayette, Ind. 

Eligibility rules for the Ninth Annual International UAW 
Golf Tournament provide that all male members of AFL-CIO- 
affiliated unions in good standing may compete in the men’s 
division, while their wives, sisters and daughters, as well as 
female AFL-CIO members, may compete in the women’s divi- 
sion. Those holding honorary withdrawal cards from their 
unions may also participate, according to Miss Madar. 

The 36-hole medal play tourney will have four divisions— 
men’s and women’s team, and men’s and women’s individual. 
There will be minor flights according to handicaps. 


and Manager Gus D’Amato similar to the one between Jack Demp- 
sey and Promoter Tex Rickard right before the Dempsey-Georges 
Carpentier fight at Boyle’s Thirty Acres, Jersey City, in 1922. 

At that time Rickard entered Dempsey’s dressing room to make 
a plea. “Now, Jack,” he said, “we've got a nice audience of 
100,000 people out there—real highclass citizens, society women 
in furs and businessmen and politicians. This is the start of big 
things—millions for all of us. 

“Now, Jack, do me an important favor. Don’t louse it up. 
Just knock this Frenchman out nice and clean. Don’t kill him, 
Jack, because if you do it will louse everything—all those. millions 
—up. Please, Jack, just make it a nice gentle knockout.” 

Dempsey complied and “gently” sent Carpentier to sleep in the 
fourth round. 

You can figure that Rademacher, with his fairly fragile chin, 
will be taken out somewhat the same way. The first good shot or 
two that Patterson gets in will send him slumping to the canvas 
for the full count, and he'll come to shortly afterwards with nothing 
Worse than a throbbing headache. 

And some 35,000-odd Seattleites, who have never seen a heavy- 

Weight title fight in their hometown, will go home disappointed. 
pet no one can say that they haven’t been amply forewarned. 


. 


Soup fo Nonsense: ~ 


There’sa New Day Coming, Bah! 


By Jane Goodsell 


O practice makes perfect, does it? Well, I have 

done it at least once every 24-hours since the 

day I was born which adds up to . . . oh, never mind 

what it adds up to! Why should I tell you all my 
secrets? 


Anyway, I have got out of bed over 10,000 times. 
Yet, far from being 
perfect, I have never 
shown any signs of 
improvement what- 
soever. To tell the 
truth, as the years 
go on, I get worse. 

Each time I have 
to shift from a hori- 
zontal to a perpen- 

dicular - position, - I 

want to die. I arise 

from bed in really 
horrible shape. ‘My 
head feels like an 
old bowling ball, and 
my arms and legs 
~ seem to be made of 
papier mache. For the first few minutes, I am not 

even sure who I am. I know only that, whoever I 

am, I feel awful. 

The other members of my family, equally indig- 
nant at having to leave their beds, do little to cheer 
me up. They lurch around, bumping into each 
other and complaining about missing buttons, socks 
that need darning and the general inadequacies of 
their wardrobes. 


For Your Health’ Ss Sake: 


It is enough to ruin one’s entire day, and it is 
my Opinion that a great number of the world’s 
ills can be traced to the fact that people have io 
get up in the morning. Anything so difficult is 
bound to cause frustration, hostility, ill temper, 
quarrels and heaven knows what kinds of trouble. 
What can you expect from a day that starts with 
getting up? 

Babies and tots are exceptions to the general 
resentment at getting out of bed. They like to get 
up. But, since babies are completely lacking in 
critical. faculties, this fact only proves my point. 
The opinion of a group with so little discrimination 
as to eat Pablum mixed with spinach is totally 
valueless. The fact that babies like to get up means 
nothing whatsoever. 

I have heard of full grown, adult human beings 
who also: like to get up, and who rise from bed 
mentally alert and eager to greet each new day. 
Such people are abnormal and should seek psy- 
chiatric help. An abnormal person of this type 
undoubtedly invented the alarm clock, an instru- 
ment that rivals in cruelty the guillotine | and the 
thumb screw. 

_ Think for a moment of the benefits mankind 
would reap if alarm clocks were outlawed. If 

people were allowed to get up naturally, they 
would spend more time in bed, leaving them less 
time for war and —. and accidents and quar- 
rels. 

What’s more, if people weren’t forced from bed 
before they were ready, they would be sweeter and 
kinder and calmer and cheerier. 

If the Russians would agree to outlaw alarm 
clocks, we might even get along with them! 


Drive on to Cripple Labor Plans 


By Dr. Morris Brand 


Early in 1956 the United Mine Workers and the 
Pennsylvania Medical Society reached an agree- 
ment setting forth ways and means of working out 
any difficulties that would arise between physicians 
and the union in operating the UMW medical plan. 

But this progressive action was short lived. In 
Qctober 1956 the 
state society ended 
the agreement with- 
out giving any rea- 
son and _ without 
prior notice and dis- 
cussion, as called 
for in the agreement. 

The Pennsylvania 
Medical Society sub- 
sequently adopted a 
resolution declaring 
it unethical for any 
of their physician 
members to be affi- 
liated with any med- 
ical plan which 


free choice of en and which does not pay 
on a fee for service basis—with a threat of black- 
listing of physicians who served any non-approved 
plan. 

Realizing the large territory these restrictive 
measures had taken in, the society subsequently ap- 
pended nine exceptions such as the Armed Service, 
the Veterans’ Administration, insurance companies, 
industrial physicians, fraternal organizations, the 
public health field. 


does not permit a. 


The interesting exclusion from these exceptions 
was the physicians serving inlabor medical plans. 
In Allentown, Pa., the ACWA’s Local 119 
Joint Board and its health and welfare fund de- 
cided to establish a medical plan providing diag- 
nosis and treatment. The county medical society ; 
insisted that the plan be restricted to diagnostic 
services only. At the same time the society re- 
stricted the ILGWU program to diagnostic serv- 
ices only. This program, in existence for a num- 
ber of years, had been providing both diagnostic 
and treatment services. ' 


In the southern part of IHinois one or more of 
the local medical societies discontinued the coopera- 
tive arrangement with the UMWA plan and in- 
sisted upon collecting the fees directly from the 
workers who would then send their paid bills to 
the UMWA for collection. 

The Cook County Medical Society approved a 
resolution looking with disfavor on any member 
serving on other than a fee for service basis. This 
has been followed by the adoption of a resolution 
by the Illinois State Medical Society similar in con- 
tent to that of Pennsylvania. 

In 1957 the Colorado State Senate approved a 
proposed bill that would impose a fine and a year 
in jail upon any physician who was found to be 
providing services on other than a fee for service 
basis! It was killed in a House committee. The 
state medical society then adopted a resolution 
with more or less the same restrictive “prin- 
ciples.” 

This restrictive pattern against labor medical plans 
became a paramount issue at the American Medi- 
cal Association annual meeting. 


HAPPY CHILDREN are having a happy vacation in the hills df North Jersey because there 


members of Locals 410 and 412 of the Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers spearhéaded a collec- 
tion at the Westinghouse Co. lamp plant in Bloomfield. Counting the fund, which totaled $1,006, 


as her fellow committee members look on is) Mary Lou Cotton. 
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A BIG TIME AT THE BOY SCOUT JAMBOREE was had by these scouts 
from Troop 86 of Ionia, Mich., sponsored by Local 420 of the United Furniture 
Workers. Organized in 1946, the troop is composed mostly of the sons of union 
members. In this picture, Gerard Perry (right), scoutmaster and a member of 


Local 420, are shown preparing dinner during the week-long scouting event at 
Valley Forge. ' 


want to keep on working even if they inherited enough money to live comfortably 
without a job. 

While some would switch to a different kind of work if they could, more than 
. two-thirds of the nation’s farmers and better than three-fifths of those in middle 
class occupations would stay in their present type of work. 

These are two of the principal findings of a nationwide study on the meaning 
of work conducted by the Survey Research Center of the University of Michigan’s 
Institute for Social Research. ; 


Job Interest Key Factor 

According to Nancy C. Morse and Robert S. Weiss, authors of the study, 
having a job means a good deal more than just making a living especially for 
those who work as professionals, managers employed by others and sales 
personnel. 

“Many individuals in these middle class occupations emphasize the interest 
to be found in their jobs, and the sense of accomplishment which comes from 
work well done,” Miss Morse and Weiss state. The type of work performed by 
middle class employes offers this type of satisfaction because it is concerned more 
with symbols and meanings than physical labor, they say. 

In contrast, working class jobs are more concerned with physical activity: 
handling tools, operating machines, lifting, carrying, etc. For this reason, life 


Boom in Elath Enhances Murray Center 


ae By Robert Goldberg _ 

The plane from Tel Aviv flies over the wild terrain of the Negev and suddenly 
approaches the Israeli port town of Elath. 

The plane sweeps over the deep blue waters of the Gulf of Aqaba beside 
which Elath is located, swings back, and taxis down the airstrip. 

Stepping from the air conditioned plane to the air field is like going from ice 
box to furnace. The temperature was 100 plus, but it felt like 1,000. 

Elath is composed of many cement and wooden bungalows and only one 
paved road. Only two buildings rise more than one story: a small new hotel by 
the water’s edge and the handsome Murray Center, erected two years ago through 


gifts from the Philip Murray Memorial Foundation and Histadrut, the Israel _ 


labor federation. , : 


Murray Center Dominates Town 

The Murray Center, a half-mile up from the airstrip, dominates this busy, 

growing town. It is by far the most impressive structure in the town. 

The interior is dominated by a unique flight of stairs suspended from the 
ceiling. A small aquarium is being finished just under the stairway. 

On the first landing, the visitor sees a plaque of Philip Murray, president of 

the CIO until his death in 1952; the plaque is in both English and Hebrew. 

Not only does the Murray Center dominate Elath, with its location on a knoll 
up from the town—it is also a true community center. 

Movies are shown three times a week in the auditorium, which seats some 
350 people. The movies are cheap, too: 12 cents for soldiers; 25 cents for 
everybody else. 

_ In the upstairs library are some 1,300 books, including more than 100 in Eng- 
lish; periodicals, local and foreign papers, including a number of American pub- 
lications provided by the U. S. Embassy. 

In the reading room we saw several well-thumbed issues of the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post lying around. 


ORGANIZED LABOR WAS ACTIVE during the recent week-long Boy Scout 
National Jamboree at Valley Forge, Pa. Here George Dooley, national staff rep- 
resentative, AFL-CIO Community Service Activities (left), visits with James H., 
Bennett (right), a member of Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 106 and scout 
master of the Lake Charles (La.) troop sponsored by the union. With them is 
Scout Vernon LeBleu. 


4 of 5 Workers Would Shun Life of Leisure 


Ann Arbor, Mich. (PAI)—Four out of five employed American men would | 


. choring them to society, the researchers indicate. 


souther! 
“neanil 


soos 


without working is more often seen as life without anything to do by members 
of this class. 


: h 
Those in less interesting and lesser prestige jobs are more likely to say they'd sm - 
change jobs if a windfall inheritance gave them the chance. Their most frequent. § jon 
choice for a new field: going into business for themselves, a transition not seen as § fot } 
requiring much additional formal education and training. in try 
Positive vs. Negative Reasons peop! 


Approximately two-thirds of all those who say they’d keep on working even if 
they didn’t have to cite positive reasons why they liked having a job. Keeping 
occupied and interested, keeping individually healthy, and enjoying the kind of 
work done were the most frequently mentioned positive reasons. 

On the other hand, one-third could give only negative reasons for this desire: 
14 percent said they’d “feel lost or go crazy” without work. This suggests that 
work is an important element in the emotional makeup of many individuals, an- 


They add, “It does not mean that people cannot readjust to not working; rather 
it means that not working requires considerable readjustment.” Among older 
employes, they note, a lower proportion would continue working if they had an 
assured means of support. This indicates some older men are becoming ad- 
justed to the idea of not working. a: 


On the same floor are an art exhibit, a series of small reading rooms and 
classrooms, where Hebrew is taught to the hundreds of new immigrants who 
have moved into Elath in recent months. Other rooms serve as rehearsal areas 
for a 12-man orchestra, a 27-member choir, and the local dramatic club. 

a Air Cc hiti s Pl i 

The Murray Center is not yet air conditioned—a practical “must” for public 
buildings in the intense heat of a town like Elath. However, officials of Hista- 
drut, which operates this center, expect that as soon as administrative arrange- 
ments can be made, a $40,000 air conditioning system will be installed. 

Meanwhile, a reasonably effective cooling system—using a system of watet 
‘dripping through straw in the open spaces of the building wall—keeps the Murray 
Center cooler inside than it is outside. 

The town where the Philip Murray Center is located is becoming increasingly 
important as a shipping center for Israel im its trade with Africa and Asia. 
A number of ships have come into the harbor, which until last year’s military 
campaign had been barred by the Egyptians from entry into the Gulf of 
Aqaba. ; 


The town population comprises building workers; men who service the ships; 
and workers at the copper mines a few miles into the wild Negev desert. 
Wage Incentive Aids Boom 

To offset the discomfort of the heat and the desert, wages are much higher 
here than in other parts of Israel, Indeed, if people stay for more than a yeaf 
in Elath, they are excused from paying taxes. 

But the driver of our jeep explained that these “savings” are balanced by 
spending for excessive amounts of soft drinks and beer to off-set the dry heat of 
the desert. 

The wage incentives and Israel’s pride in the town of Elath have drawn many 
people here. The population has tripled to a total of 1,800 since last October. 
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Page Eleven 


“ 


political generalship in years. 


(p-Ill.). 
In the end Johnson abstracted so many extreme right-wing 
Republicans from Knowland that he had—by concession, by 
small amendments—completely changed the complexion of the 
bipartisan majority in control. 


ined all previous rights bills. 


fre. 


ats and 47 Republicans. 


errr e® 


‘najority” prerogatives. 
kk *& 


“ENGINE CHARLIE” WILSON, in departing from the Presi- 
«nt’s Cabinet, leaves as a businessman who originally made so 
many mistakes that his present popularity would have been incon- 


wivable a year ago. 
He is one businessman who learned that the art of running 


eat from standing outside and screaming against taxes. He has 
been genuinely humble when he remarked—not too privately— 
that he worried about defense budget cuts and wondered whether, 
in trying to be “loyal” to the “economizers,” he was depriving the 
people of weapons and forces they might desperately need. 


ee 


vage increase for the Auto Workers. 
x *k * 


% Qe. 


wnstituents and newspapers back home. 


mpitalize on it. 


Rep. Donald L. Jackson (R-Calif.) for six years has been 
getting financial aid for his weekly Washington letter that now 
goes to more than 7,000 people. A Committee for Jackson’s 
Washington Letter says, under date of July 25, that more aid 
is needed in the form of individual contributions. 


BRR F 


ae | 


z 


quest of any contributor. 


; ee Lawchacmpeaneg in this town generally acknowledge that! 
en. Lyndon Johnson’s performance in driving the “right-to-vote” 
pill through the Senate—amended exactly as he wanted it amended 
yd without a southern filibuster—is the most remarkable feat of 


Whatever individual opinions about the bill, the fact remains that 
Johnson started out with a minority composed of northwestern 
Democrats and dead-against southern Democrats. The supposed 
bipartisan majority was led by Sen. William F. Knowland (R-Calif.), 
foor manager for Pres. ‘Eisenhower; and Sen. Paul H. Douglas 


Whatever happened after that, the fact sino that Johnson 
changed the bill sufficiently, and applied enough pressure on the 
southerners, that he pushed through a bill that he himself labeled 
“‘neaningful”. and still avoided the southern filibuster that has 


Johnson is a spectacular operator—so spectacular that one won- 
ders whether his adroitness and toughness may not some day back- 


One is compelled to remember, too, that his margin of majority 
kadership is narrow. If a Republican, former Gov. Walter Kohler, 
should beat Democratic Nominee William Proxmire in the Wis- 
mnsin special election, the Senate lineup would — be 49 Demo- 


The death or retirement of one Democrat, replaced by a Repub- 
ican appointed by a GOP governor, would tie the Senate—and 
Vice Pres. Nixon, breaking the tie, would demote Johnson and 
sve Republicans all the committee chairmanships and other 


ahuge department in a democratic government is vastly differ- © 


In the end he was much like the Charlie Wilson who once caught 
he devil from financial newspapers for suggesting that a General 
Motors stock dividend might be much more “inflationary” than a 


A GOOD MANY MEMBERS of Congress, although most peo- 
je don’t know it, send weekly or monthly “newsletters” to their 


It now turns out that one congressman, at least, has something 
a best-seller on his hands—and his “friends” are helping him 


Nobody will be dropped from the mailing list for failing to pony 
p, the committee states, and any 10 names will be added at the 
Also “funds will be used by the com- 
littee to meet necessary expenditures for other purposes for which 
»propriated funds are insufficient,” the committee frankly states. 


Vandercook Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at‘10 p. m., EDST.) 


WO years have passed since Pres. Eisenhower 
set forth his dramatic proposal for what has 

come to be called “open: skies” inspection of the 

‘U.S. by Russian reconnaissance om and of Rus- 

sia by our planes. 

Sec. of State Dulles’ recent mission to London 
to put new life into the 
all but dying five-power 
Disarmament . Conference 
has merely emphasized 
that those two years have 
been wasted. 

The London talks fave 
made it necessary to state 
plainly what- statesmen 
and soldiers have privately 
known from the beginning. 

* In its, original form, the 
President’s “open skies” 
proposal was preposterous. 


Vandercook 
It belonged somewhere in the twin realms of politics 


and science fiction. It touched at no point the 
world of practical realities. 

Even had it been thinkable that the fiercely 
secretive and suspicious Russians would completely 
demolish the rusty and time-fixed Iron Curtain so 
as to throw open their whole nation to the prying 
eyes and cameras of the American Air Force, who 
has ever seriously believed that we ourselves would 
be willing to keep our part of the bargain which 
the President proposed? 

Were we ready at any time, are we ready now, to 
throw open every corner of this great land to Soviet 
aerial inspection? 


Morgan Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
- Morgan over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p. m., EDST.) 


RES. EISENHOWER got very angry in- 
deed over what he took as a suggestion that his 
appointments could be influenced by how much the 
candidate for the job had coughed up as a contri- 
bution to political party funds. 


At issue was the White House nomination—since 
confirmed by the Senate— 
of a man named Maxwell 
Gluck, the successful head 
of a chain of dress shops, 
to be American ambassa- 
dor to Ceylon. When 
Gluck appeared before the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee he seemed to 
know very little indeed 
about the area to which 
he was to be sent—he 
couldn’t even identify pre- 
cisely the prime ministers 


Morgan 
of India or Ceylon—but he said he had contributed 
between $20,000 and $30,000 to the Republican 
presidential campaign in 1956. 

But whatever the ante, the President implied heat- 
edly, it had nothing whatever to do with his selection 


of Gluck for Ceylon. “If,” he said, “anybody is 


ever recommended to me on the basis of any con- 


As We See It: 


‘Brink of Peace’ Eludes Dulles 


That inspection of the U.S. by the Russians could 
not be carried out from distant bases. For it to be 
in any way effective, considerable units of the Red 
Air Force would have’ to be stationed permanently 
on our soil. Our hospitality would have to be 
extended to great numbers of the most skillful mili- 
tary intelligence experts the Communists could re- 
cruit. 

The complete fulfillment of Mr. Eisenhower’s 
scheme would mean that the U.S. would become 
host, in effect, to a token occupation force; one 
composed of the uniformed representatives of the 
nation we_ have least reason to trust of any of this 
earth. 

Surely Mr. Eisenhower and Mr. Dulles must have 
known that the American people would never have 
agreed. 

Late developments in London indicate that that 
plain truth has now been recognized.- Unfortunately, 
what the Secretary of State recently proposes is 
equally unrealistic. 

We now suggest that Americans- and Russians 
alike patrol the Arctic. That would provide an 
ultra-early warning system if either great power 
should dispatch H-bomb laden planes for a surprise 
attack upon the other, though at best neither would 
have more than two or three more hours of grace. 

Western Europe and all of European Russia, 
Dulles solemnly suggests, would also be exposed to 
mutual aerial inspection. The United States is left 
out. We would guard our privacy, while the Soviet 
Union would not. What the Secretary of State hopes 
to gain by so obviously unacceptable an offer puz- 
zles our allies as much as it does thoughtful Amer- 
icans. 

Dulles has boasted Ahat he has saved.us from the 
“brink of war.” Alas, under this Administration’s 
leadership we seem as far as ever from the brink 
of peace. 


Spoils System Likely to Stay 


tribution he has ever made to any political party, 
that man will never be considered.” 

Gluck at the moment is going through an in- 
tensified briefing at the State Dept. and he told 
reporters he was confident he would make a good 
ambassador. And if he muffed the names of two 
prime ministers before a Senate committee, others 
might have done but little better with such monickers 
as Jawaharlal Nehru and Soloman Bandaranaike. 

If the President is really bent on. changing the 
rules, he has his work cut out for him. Of all our 
embassies in western Europe, only five are now 
headed by career diplomats—an alltime low. The 
rest are political appointees. And it just happens 
—or does it—that many of them made notable 
contributions to the GOP in 1956. 

There was, for instance, according to the Gore 
report in the Senate campaign investigation, $11,500 
from the Ambassador to Belgium, John Clifford 
Folger, and his wife; $6,000 from Amory Houghton, 
ambassador to France; $7,500 from the ambassador 
to Italy, James D. Zellerbach, and his wife; not to 
mention $33,500 from the ambassador to Great 
Britain, John Hay Whitney, and his wife. 

Regardless of the merits of the individuals in- 
volved, this is not necessarily the most equitable 
state of affairs for the interests of the country. But 
in naming 31 new ambassadors in the last six months, 
the Eisenhower Administration now has political ap- 
pointees heading every major embassy except in 
Russia and Japan. 

It’s one thing to deplore the system; it would seem 
to be quite another to be oblivious of the fact that 
it not only exists but is thriving. 


Ike Assailed on Gas Bill Stand 


RANK ZEIDLER, non-partisan mayor of Mil- 
waukee, urged gas consumers to write their 
gas companies as well as their senators and con- 
gressman to “protest very vigorously against the 
Harris-O’Hara bill,” which threatens to increase con- 
sumers’ natural gas bills a billion dollars a year. 
Zeidler, interviewed on As We See It, AFL-CIO 
public service program, heard over the ABC radio 
network, said: 

“I believe many congressmen are wavering 
because they think the people back home don’t 
know about this bill and they’re afraid of the 
pressure of the oil companies. But if they hear 


York Mayor Robert S. Wagner. Zeidler said the 
committee includes mayors whose cities have a 
population of 30 million, half of the people who 
would be affected by the bill. 

“The sponsors of this measure object to regula- 
tion of natural gas producing companies by the 
Federal Power Commission,” he explained. “This 
bill would remove such regulation on an effective 
basis. This means in effect that companies could 
charge whatever the market will bear.” 

Zeidler criticized the President for his failure 
to take a firm stand on the bill. He said he sent 
a telegram to Eisenhower “asking him to re-state 


- 


REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


her | from their constituents, and they know it’s a his views to the Congress on the Harris-O’Hara 
year - | bona fide expression from the rank and file, they bill in view of the fact that the committee re- 
; , will be less likely to succumb to the lobby pres- jected even his mild amendments. 
IS UNION LABEL of the Intl. Association of Machinists is} sure. It’s ; t 
re. particularly important to let your local “We got back a letter f assistan 
: % ‘Sued as a gummed label to be pasted on an article or container,| gas company know you don’t want your gas price which pean that i oe ae ye Me 4 
F PP brass label for use on large machinery, or a decal transfer. In| increased.” 


his amendments, the President is going to accept 
.this bill, and that he does not believe in regula- 
tion of natural gas producers.” 


tition, the IAM also issues three types of union shop cards: gen- 


Zeidler is a member of the U. S. Mayors’ Com- 
al, automotive and die shops. 


mittee on Natural Gas, whose president is New 
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NEW ORE CARRIER, SS. 
Harry Lundeberg, was christened 
in memory of the late secretary of 
the Sailors Union of the Pacific 
who died earlier this year. The 
dramatic ceremony took place. at 
Redwood City, Calif., before sev- 
eral thousand spectators. Lunde- 
berg’s widow unveiled the name 
plate on the vessel which is de- 
signed to haul gypsum ore. Re- 
produced is the plaque presented 
to the ship by SUP Sec.-Treas. 
Morris Weisberger, who suc- 
ceeded Lundeberg. Speakers at 
the ceremony included Sec.- 
Treas. C. J. Haggerty of the Cali- 
fornia Federation of Labor and 
Edgar F. Kaiser, head of Kaiser 
Industries which owns the vessel. 


In CD Bill 

AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. 
George D. Riley has asked the Sen- 
ate Armed Services Committee to 
report out “without hearings” the 
House-approved bill to strengthen 
the Federal Civil Defense Act. 

The measure, which clarifies fed- 
eral authority and responsibility in 
civil defense, passed the House July 
15. It was probably the first time 
that a piece of legislation contain- 
ing provisions for protection of 
labor standards has cleared either 
house of Congress wahost oppo- 
sition. 

The wage provisions, included 
as part of the major revisions of 
the act, incorporate the “prevail- 
ing wage” requirements of the 
Davis-Bacon Act and require 
overtime pay at one and one-half 
times the basic rate. 

This portion of the bill was sug- 
gested by Riley last November at 
a FCDA conference at the agency 
headquarters in Battle Creek, Mich. 
He pointed out that there was under 
consideration a vast building pro- 
gram for shelters against wartime 
attack and suggested that the bill, 
then being drafted, include the pro- 
tective wage section. 

The measure, containing this 


provision, was sent by the FCDA 
for clearance to the National Se- 
curity Council, the Budget Bureau 
and the President. At each stage, 
“no one offered objection for a 
watered-down version or its elim- 
ination,” Riley said. 


Firm’s Bag of Legal Tricks 
Fails to Stop Union Drive 


Plant City, Fla.—The Boilermakers have won bargaining rights 
at the Plant City Welding and Tank Co. after an exceptionally 
vicious anti-union fight climaxed by the National Labor Relations 


board’s blunt- reprimand of the 
company for the tactics it used. 

The election, at which the Boiler- 
makers won a substantial majority, 
was held July 19. It followed 
eight months of devious legalistic 
squirming and misuse of NLRB 
processes which prompted Herbert 
S. Thatcher, union counsel, to file 
a motion with the board asking 
that it discipline the company and 
its attorney, Granville M. Alley, 
Jr., of Tampa. 

“The employer and its counsel 
appear to have engaged im acts 
designed to prevent the board 
from obtaining in a proper pro- 
ceeding the jurisdictional evi- 
dence from sources other than 
the employer,” the NLRB said 
in its reprimand. 

“However, while the board 
strongly disapproves such prac- 
tice and will not tolerate a repi- 
tition of this conduct, it does not 
believe that further action is 
warranted at this time.” 

The company’s campaign to 
block unionization of its plant be- 
gan as soon as the election petition 
was filed last November. For the 
hearing on Jan. 24 it attempted to 
subpoena numerous local and inter- 
national union officials to prove 
non-compliance with the Taft- 
Hartley Act non-Communist re- 
quirement, something which the 
board itself determines adminis- 
tratively. 


Refuses to Attend Hearing 
When the hearing officer refused 
to grant. the subpoenas, the em- 
ployer declined to appear at the 
hearing except through counsel, or 
to cooperate in any way in the 


representation proceedings. 


It even refused to comply with 
the board’s request for information 
as to its interstate commerce busi- 
ness and the hearing had to be 
postponed to Feb. 5. 

On that date, the firm not only 
refused to appear except through 
counsel, but sought enforcement of 
its subpoenas in Federal Court in 
Tampa. When it lost that fight, it 
appealed to the U.S. Court of Ap- 
peals in New Orleans, which 
stopped enforcement of the union’s 
subpoenas pending a hearing. 

Information “Roadblock” Fails 

Another NLRB hearing was set 
for May 2. Meantime, the board 
sought to obtain information on 
the interstate character of the com- 
pany’s business from its customers 
and suppliers. Pres. C. E. Hardee 
of the firm sent letters to all of 
them asking them to deny the 
board the information it sought, 
but enough was gathered to be in- 
troduced at the hearing over Alley’s 
vociferous objection. 

When the board finally ordered 
the election, the company began a 
campaign of -villification against 
the union. The president signed 
letters to each employe defaming 
the union and villifying its leaders, 
but despite this and other obstruc- 


tive tactics, the workers voted for} } 


representation by the Boilermakers. 


“This case illustrates,” Thatcher 


observed, “that despite the hiring 
of high-paid legal counsel and the 
use of every known legal maneuver 
in the books, the desires of em- 
ployes for union representation 
cannot be thwarted, and in the 
end collective bargaining will pre- 


areas. 


Rep. Louis C. Rabaut (D-Mich.), dean of the Detroit congres. 
sional delegation, made the announcement after a meeting wih 


House Leaders Push \\0 
Depressed Area Aid — 


‘} House Democratic leaders have decided to press an intensiy 
/+investigation of the need for federal aid to the nation’s ‘depressej 


study. 
Also present at the meeting and 
emphasizing the serious need for 


such legislation were the Auto 


‘| Workers Detroit regional directors, 


Ken Morris, George Merelli, Ed- 
ward Cote and Joseph McCusker. 
The announcement came as 

Detroit and two other major 

cities were added to the Labor 

Dept.’s list of areas of “sub- 

stantial unemployment.” _ The - 
latest listing shewed 24 areas 

with over 6 percent unemploy- 

ment and an additional 82 areas 

having “moderate unemploy- 

ment.” 

“Speaker Rayburn and Chairman 
Spence see the severity of the situ- 
ation as it exists and are deeply 
interested in finding genuine an- 
swers to a problem which vitally 
affects, millions of American rural 
and urban families—that of indus- 
trial area redevelopment,” Rabaut 
said. 


$250 Million Fund Proposed 

The hearings, scheduled to be 
held next year, will center on area 
redevelopment bills providing fed- 
eral assistance to cOmmuunities, in- 
dustries, enterprises and individuals 
in areas afflicted by prolonged 
underemployment. Al! Democratic 
congressmen from Detroit have in- 
troduced such measures. 

The bills would establish a re- 
volving fund im excess of $250 
million to aid communities and 
industries in depressed areas. 

Hearings on a similar proposal 
sponsored by Sen. Paul Douglas 

(@-Ii.) have already been 
launched im the Senate and are 


session of Congress. 

“The enactment of this legisla- 
tion,” Rabaut said, “would be an 
important step toward the revitali- 
zation of the economic climate of 
the entire country, particularly in 
an area such as Detroit where 
there are over 100,000 skilled, 
capable workers unemployed.” 

He pointed out that the UAW 
in the Detroit area has committed 
“substantial” funds as “seed money” 
to be used in a common effort to 
develop practical plans for the 
modernization and redevelopment 
of the city. . 

Important as such efforts are, he 


;| House Speaker Sam Rayburn (D-® 

Tex.) and Chairman Brent Spence 
:|(D-Ky.}) of the House Banking 
:| Committee, which will conduct the 


nical assistance to effect a solutiog, 
Carey Assails 
Morris ‘Smear’, 


Orders Probe 


Pres. James B. Carey of the 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Work. 
ers has ordered an investigation of 
charges by Robert Morris, counsel 
for the Senate Internal Security sub- 
committee, that 16 IVE officials in 
the New York area have been 
identified as one-time Cana 
Party members. 


a 
great international union that 
prides itself on its anti-Commv- 
nist record.” 

Morris’ claim that the 16 officials 
were connected with the United 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Work- 
ers (UE) before it was ousted from 
the former CIO as Communist. 
dominated in 1949 “carries the 
germ of the statement’s own re- 
pudiation,” Carey said. 4 

“As Mr. Morris and memben 
of the subcommittee should know,” 
he continued, “the TUE was char 
tered by the CIO in November 
1949 specifically and particularly 
to replace the Communist - con- 
trolled UE when it was expelied 
as ‘the Communist Party masquer- 
ading as a labor union.’” 

In taking over UE locals, dis- 
tricts or sections of districts, Carey 
explained, the TUE has won th 
loyalties of some men and women 
who had been persuaded by UE 
leaders to join the Communist party 
or Communist fronts. 

“So far as we know,” he said, 
“the latter group had become aniti- 
Communist even before they shifted 
their allegiance to the TUE. We 
have at all times been alert to make 
certain that no Communist activity 
is being conducted anywhere witb- 
in the IUE.” 


vail,” 


Joseph McCusker. 


DETROIT’S UNEMPLOYMENT and what to do about it are 
discussed by four Detroit regional directors of the Auto Workers 
with Rep. Louis C. Rabaut (D-Mich.), seated. The UAW delege 
tion is, from left, Ken Morris, Edward Cote, George Merelli and 
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40 State Legislatures Adjourn 
With Spotty Record on Labor 


With the record of state legislation for 1957 virtually complete, it is clear that organized labor 
made significant gains in several areas, suffered setbacks in a few legislatures, and fell short of its 
eccives for legislation in the public interest in most state capitals. 
Forty of the 45 state legislatures meeting this year have already adjourned and two of the five still 
ychnically in session are actually in recess, The latter are New Jersey, which ‘reconvenes Nov. 


By Milton Plumb 


{g, and Wisconsin, due to reas 
gmble Sept. 23.. Important meas- 
yes are still to be decided in both. 

Alabama, Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire and West Virginia are 
the only legislatures meeting at the 

nt time. The latter was 
called back in special session after 
sjjourning earlier in the year. 
Florida legislators also are due to 
be called back in the fall fo con- 
sider reapportionment proposals. 

Mississippi, Virginia and Ken- 
cky legislatures are not sched- 
ged to meet this year. 

Appraisals based on the record 
made by state labor groups vary 
widely, ranging from the descrip- 
tion of Oregon’s legislature as “the 
best in history” to “the worst in 
Pennsylvania history” at Harris- 
burg. Most fall in a middle ground 
with “spectacular gains” being re- 
ported in California and “anti-labor 
bias” dominating actions in Ohio 
and Indiana. 

Here is a summary of develop- 
ments in some of the areas of 
labor's interest: 

UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE 

At least 20 states considered 
improvements in their jobless bene- 
fits. With action pending in Ada- 
bama and New Hampshire, 11 
slates voted at least some slight 
improvements, ranging from a 
‘shony” 25-cents a week hike 
voted by Michigan’s Republican 
kgislature to sizable hikes up to 
new maximums of $40 a week in 
California and Oregon. 

Other states reporting some 
improvements include Colorado, 
Idaho, Florida, Kansas, Minne- 
sota, Oklahoma, South Dakota 
and Wyoming. A move to 
weaken the law was defeated in 
Texas. In general, the legisla- 
tures fell far short of labor’s 
recommended improvements, as 
well as the lesser standards rec- 
ommended by Pres. Eisenhower. 


_ WORKMEN’S 
COMPENSATION 
Biggest gains were scored in this 
area. Many states were prompted 
to give attention to this matter as, 
the result of the increased benefits 
voted by Congress in the Long- 
shore and Harbor Worker’s Act 
sponsored by Sen. Warren G. Mag- 


auson (D-Wash.). 


At least 26 states considered bills 
for improvements and, with action 
still pending in New Hampshire 
and Alabama, the only legislature 
among them which failed to vote 
some gains was that of Ohio. 

In most cases, benefits were 
increased for both temporary and 
permanent disability and for 
death. Most increases were for 
$5 or more with Washington 
leading with a hike of $14.11 to 
a new total of $56.77. : 

MINIMUM WAGE 

Labor suffered its most severe 
setbacks in connection with efforts 
to establish a floor under wages 
to protect workers not covered by 
the federal minimum wage from 
exploitation. 

At least 16 states considered 
proposals in this area. Although 
most proposed the establishment 
of only a 75-cent hourly mini- 
mum, far below the $1 adopted 
in the federal law and the $1.25 
urged by organized labor, only 
one state—Rhode Island—passed 
the measure. Rhode Island’s 
law set the minimum at $1. 

‘A slight gain was also scored in 
Idaho, where the legislature ap- 
proved a bill excluding tips and 
gratuities from the definition of 
wages under the minimum wage 
law. North Dakota passed a reso- 
lution instructing its legislative re- 
search committee to study the 
need for minimum wage legislation 
and report to the next session. 

Measures for 70-cent, 75-cent 
and $1 minimums are pending in 
Wisconsin, Alabama and New 
Hampshire. 

TAXES 

At least 17 states considered the 
so-called Millionaire’s Amendment 
to put the biggest share of taxes 
on low-income groups by limiting 
federal income. taxes. It was 
adopted in Idaho, Indiana and 
Tennessee. 

A head tax of $5 has passed the 
New Hampshire House and is 
pending. Alabama’s House, en the 

-other hand, has passed a bill to 
prohibit corporations from deduct- 
ing federal income tax when com- 
puting their state income tax. The 
added $7 million in income would, 
if the bill passes the Senate, be 
earmarked for education. 


Newspaper Guild contracts. 


individual can protect himself 


Editor Pins ‘Free Loader’ 
Tag on Non-Guild Papers 


San Francisco—The annual meeting of the American So- 
ciety of Newspaper Editors was thrown into embarrassed 
confusion here when one of its brightest lights blandly de- 
scribed as “free loaders” those newspapers without American 


The iconoclast was Paul Block, of the Toledo (O.) Biade. 
Non-Guild papers which profess to be paying their employes 
“well,” he added, are doing so only because others have “ham- 
mered it out in bargaining sessions,” according to an account 
printed in Editor & Publisher, the industry’s trade magazine. 

Block spoke at a three-man panel session on “big labor.” 
He declared that in his opinion labor is here to stay. 


he explained, but he can’t protect himself against officials of 
DuPont. Only a union can give him this protection, he went 
‘en, adding that he thinks everyone should join a union. Like- 
wise, everyone should pay union dues for this protection, and 
there should be no free loaders. 

Block’s was rather a lone voice at the panel. The other 
members were Norman Chandler, of the Los Angeles Times 
and Mirror-News, who bragged that his are the only large 
mewspapers in the country without a single union contract, 
and Felix McKnight, of the Dallas Morning News, who 
boasted that the basic idea behind so-called “right-to-work” 
laws ran in a News editorial which appeared on Sept. 1, 1941. 


An 
against the State of Delaware, 


with an increase of $100 in al- 
lowance for dependents. Texas 
voted a 10 percent increase in the 
cost of auto licenses and Michi- 
gan, while holding the line on 
corporation taxes, shouldered 
consumers with millions of dol- 
lars in added levies. 


Bills to enact a 2 percent sales 


income tax by adding one-half per- 
cent to each bracket except the 
lowest have been introduced in 
Wisconsin. A 3 pércent sales tax 
failed of enactment in Massachu- 
setts. 


ANTI-LABOR LEGISLATION 

Indiana’s legislature, which also 
adopted other anti-labor laws, was 
the only one to adopt the so-called 
“right-to-work” ban ‘on the union 
shop. A bill for repeal of the Ala- 
bama law has been reported out 
by the Senate Labor Committee, 
and a “right-to-wreck” measure is 
pending in New Hampshire. 

At least 10 other states re- 
jected right-to-work bills, includ- 
ing California and Delaware. 
Repeal efforts failed in four 
states. 


Several efforts to pass anti-picket- 
ing and anti-political action meas- 
ures went down to defeat. 


John M. Elliott | 
Elected to Executive Post 


Bus Drivers 
Name Elliott 


To Key Post 


John M. Elliott, of Philadelphia, 
has been named executive vice 
president of the Street, Electric 
Railway & Motor Coach Employes 
by the general executive board. 

He succeeds Sam B. Berrong, a 
veteran of 24 years of union ac- 
tivity, who has retired after hold- 
ing the post since 1948. 

Elliott, who is 44, began his 
service with the intefhational union 
as a special organizer in 1943. Five 
years later he was named a vice 
president, and in 1955 was elected 
to the general executive board, 
working in the international union 
office. 

Berrong, a _ resident of Méil- 
waukee, was active in organizing 
work in the early 1930s. He was 
named a special organizer in 1933, 
a vice president in 1934, and a 
member of the executive board 
in 1937. 

He became executive vice pres- 
ident nine years ago upon the death 
of the late Robert B. Armstrong. 


od 


tax and to increase the individual |. 
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U.S. DEPT. OF LABOR is “very fortunate” to have its employes 
represented by the Federation of Government Employes, Undersec- 
retary of Labor James T. O’Connell (center) told 1,200 members 
at a meeting in Washington marking the 25th anniversary of the 
founding of AFGE Dept. ‘of Labor Lodge 12 and Bureau of Em- 


ployes Compensation Lodge 39. 


O’Connell Lauds Unit 
At AFGE Anniversary 


The Labor Dept. “is very fortunate to have its employes repre- 
sented by the American Federation of Government Employes,” 
Undersec. James T. O’Connell told 1,200 members at a rally in the 


departmental auditorium here. 

The meeting marked the found- 
ing 25 years ago—in the depths of 
the depression—of AFGE Dept. of 
Labor Lodge 12 and Bureau of 
Employes Compensation Lodge 39. 

“Pm _a very strong believer in 
the necessity of organization,” 
O’Connell declared. “I think it 
is an advantage to management 
as well as to employes. 

“We welcome the chance to 
discuss personnel problems with 
the representatives of our em- 
pioyes. We have found your 
leaders reasonable and respon- 
sible. This anniversary meeting 


is a sign of the vigor and strength 
of the AFGE.” 
The program, for which all 


Labor Dept. employes who could 
be spared from their duties were 
released, also included short ad- 
dresses by AFL-CIO Legislative 
Rep. George Riley, who brought 
a message of greeting from AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany; AFGE 
Pres. James A. Campbell; Civil 
Service Commissioner Christopher 
H. Phillips; Rep. John E. Fogarty 
(D-R. I.), an outstanding fighter for 
adequate appropriations for the de- 
partment, and officers of the two 
locals. 


“Can’t Rest on Laurels” 

Campbell recalled that through 
organization, the union has reached 
many of the goals it set up when 
the lodges were founded, but 
warned the members they “can’t 
rest on our laurels.” 

“Our organization exists to serve 
people,” he said. “The problems 
we are facing, the problems we will 
face, can’t be solved by sitting by 
and doing nothing. You owe it to 
yourselves, your fellow citizens and 
your associates to join with those 
who are actively working in the in- 
terests of all employes.” 

Phillips said he feels the federal 
government has not developed an 
over-all employe-management re- 
lations policy, but that each agency 
sets its own. It must “continue to 
develop respect on the part of man- 
agement for consultation and nego- 
tiation with unions,” he asserted. 

“The government just doesn’t 
come along and offer better con- 
ditions year after year,” . said 
Fogarty, a member of the Brick- 
layers. “The only way you can 
get them is to have a union speak 
for employes and to ask for 
them. ‘ 


> 


“Take a tip from the postal 
employes, who are better than 95 
percent organized. When the 
AFGE fights for better wages 
and working conditions, it is 
fighting for all government em- 
ployes, not just members.” 


Job Rights 
Issue Blocks 
Coors Peace 


Denver, Colo.—Negotiations to 
end the bitter four-months strike 
of Brewery Workers against the 
Coors Brewery have “completely 
deadlocked,” a union spokesman 
said. 

Stalemate came after workers 
flatly rejected by a vote of 224 to 
29 a company proposal that would 
have tossed aside a previous agree- 
ment to protect strikers’ job rights. 

In retaliation, the company has 
embarked on a policy of hiring 
“permanent replacements” for 
strikers, assuring the scabs they 
will serve a 60-day probationary 
period and then become permanent 
employes. 

The broad terms of a settlement 
had been worked out agreeably, 
but “extreme personal bitterness on 
both sides” and company refusal to 
give job security to strikers blocked 
a real conclusion. 

The don’t-buy-Coors campaign, 
highly successful in the firm’s trad- 
ing area, has been modified as the 
result of a stiff injunction issued 
by a federal judge in Oklahoma 
but is proving effective even in its 
altered form. 


Credit Union Workers 
Win 15% Pay Hike 


Milwaukee — About 175 em- 
ployes of. the Credit Union Na- 
tional Association and its affiliates 
in Filene House here received a 15 
percent general wage increase in a 
new contract with the Office 
Workers. . 

The agreement, «the first new 
one in three years, also provides 
for 8% paid holidays, three weeks 
vacation after five years, and cu- 
mulative sick leave up to 65 days. 
About 20 additional employes may 
be covered by the contract if a 
three-man board determines they 


are not supervisors. 
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‘We Dare Not Shirk... 


Full Mutual Aid 
Urged by AFL-CIO 


Only approval of the full amount which may be authorized 


under the Mutual Security bill will “reflect the full needs of our|| 


national security and of the defense of peace and freedom in the 
world,” AFL-CIO Legislative Dir. Andrew J. Biemiller told the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. The committee opened hearings 


prior to final congressional action® 


on the authorization bill. The 
Senate had approved $3.8 billion 
and the House $3.2 billion; this 
and other. differences are now 
being thrashed out in conference. 

“It is our sincere hope,” Biemil- 
‘ler testified, “that the final confer- 
ence on the authorization will re- 
store the greatest part of the cut, 
and that there will be no cuts be- 
low this final figure in the appro- 
priation act itself.” 

He emphasized the AFL-CIO’s 
previously voiced general convic- 
tion that “budget-cutting must not 
be put ahead of vital domestic and 
international obligations.” 


“We do not have to like a $72 
billion budget or a $40 billion 
defense bill or a $4 billion mutual 
security bill; we just have to 
recognize the necessity,” he told 
the committee. 


“Some day soon, we all hope, 
there may not be the need for 
such outlays. But as long as 
there are, we dare not shirk our 
responsibilities. We can afford 
to do what must be done. We 
cannot afford to do anything 
less.” 

He recalled that the AFL-CIO 
particularly welcomed in the orig- 
inal mutual security bill a proposal 
for a continuing development loan 
fund with authorization for three 
years ahead—a plan accepted by 
the Senate, but cut down to ‘one 
year in the House. 

“It is our conviction that the 
economic needs of world security 
can best be served by utilization 
of sums capable of making sig- 
nificant progress in closing the gap 
between the more highly and lesser 
developed countries,” he said. 

“We hope that the House-Senate 
conferees will restore this three- 
year authorization and that the ap- 
propriations act will reflect this 


very significant development in our 
mutual security program.” 
Biemiller also reiterated the 
AFL-CIO view that the U.S. must 
use every possible weapon “in this 
fight for the security of freedom.” 


“This means utilizing all the 
various forms of economic devel- 
opment cooperation whenever 
and wherever appropriate,” he 
explained, “such as grants as 
well as loans, the utilization of 
agricultural surplus as well as 
direct technical assistance. — 


“Indeed the technical assistance 
program, decidedly modest as it 
is in the current year, merits par- 
ticular attention and should not be 
lost sight of. 

“While welcoming continued par- 
ticipation of the U.S. in United 
Nations technical assistance pro- 
grams and programs for Palestine 
refugees and the Children’s Fund, 
we share the disappoiritment of the 
world free labor movement that 
there has not been a more rapid 
utilization of the multi-lateral chan- 
nels along the lines of the proposed 
Special UN Fund for Economic 
Development (SUNFED).” 

He pointed out that billions of 
American dollars and thousands of 
American lives have been spent 
in the cause of peace and a demo- 
cratic world. 


Joel Jacobson Named 
Rutgers Labor Advisor 


New Brunswick, N. J.—Execu- 
tive Vice Pres. Joel R. Jacobson of 
the New Jersey Industrial Union 
Council is one of three new mem- 
bers of the state advisory council 
of the Rutgers Institute of Man- 
agement and Labor Relations. 

Also named were Harold J. Mc- 
Cormack, industrial relations 
director of A. & M. Karagheu- 
sian, representing management, and 
Sec. Allan Weisenfeld of the State 
Board of Mediation, representing 
the public. . 


AFL-CIO ETHICAL PRACTICES CODES were discussed by Al J. Hayes, chairman of the Ethic 


Practices Committee (left), with Senators Paul Douglas (D-IIl.) and Wayne Morse (D-Oreg.). Han 
W. Flannery (right) was moderator. The broadcast was made from the Douglas office. | 


Douglas, Morse Praise AFL-CIO 
For Campaign on Corruption 


“I only wish that other groups would evidence the same desire for the good name of their o 
ganizations and their professions as the AFL-CIO has done,” said Sen. Paul Douglas (D-Ill.) of 
AFL-CIO Ethical Practices Codes. “The democratic processes of the American labor movemen 


will take care of the racketeering‘ 


and the communism and crooks 
within the labor field—and we, the 
Congress, have the duty to 
strengthen your arm,” Sen. Wayne 
Morse (D-Oreg.) added. 

Both senators spoke on the AFL- 
CIO public service radio program, 
Labor Answers Your Questions. 
They questioned A. J. Hayes, pres- 
ident of the Machinists and chair- 
man of the AFL-CIO Ethical Prac- 
tices Committee, on the operation 
of the codes. 

Congressional investigations of 
labor activities have so far been 
“of material assistance to us,” 
Hayes said. “We are opposed 
however to inquisitions. We are 


opposed to investigations that are 
not objective, that are conducted 
for the purpose of punitive legis- 
lation.” 

Douglas, who was chairman of 
a Senate committee investigating 


& 


AFL-CIO REPRESENTATIVES returning from the ICFTU congress in Tunis paid a visit to Su- 
preme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE), near Paris, and had luncheon with and a 
briefing by Gen. Cortland Van R. Schuyler, SHAPE chief of staff. SHAPE is the military arm of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Shown during the visit, from left to right, are 
Irving Brown, AFL-CIO European representative; Pres. Richard F, Walsh, Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes; Pres. A. Philip Randolph, Sleeping Car Porters; Gen. Schuyler; AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler and Pres. James A. Suffridge, Retail Clerks. 


{| country, together with various gov- 
4) ernment, cooperative and educa- 


health~and welfare funds, noted 
that a congressional committee has 
two powers that a voluntary or- 
ganization cannot have, “namely, 
the power of subpoena, and it has 
the power to put witnesses under 
oath.” 

Protection of Rights Stressed 

Both he and Morse stressed the 
importance of congressional com- 
mittees’ being “careful of the rights 
of individuals summoned” or re- 
ferred to in testimony. 

In “Labor’s New Broom,” the 
first of two programs on the sub- 
ject of the codes, Hayes also point- 
ed out that only a fractional part 
of the labor movement is charged |, 
with corruption, but unfortunately 
the public is often misled into 
condemning the whole movement. 

“There are 139 unions affiliated 


Health Group 


with the AFL-CIO, and these 13 
unions have 16,000 full-time paid 
Officers,” he pointed out. 
dition, there are more than 60,00 
Officers of local unions, and 500; 
000 labor committeemen and stew 
ards and local representatives. 0 


“Th ad 


this number in the Douglas and 
MeClellan hearings so far, test 


mony has been submitted to indi 
cate that a handful may be gui 
of some wrong-doing. Whateve 


the additional number may be, if 
it still will be a very small_ per 


centage of the total representativa 
of the labor movement.” 


Morse warned, “Watch out for 
an anti-labor drive in this country, 
Such a drive would not only b 
against labor, but against the 
standard of living of every group.” 


Backs Labor 


On Medical Plans Policy 


Two Harbors, Minn.—Dedicati 
and the celebration of the 11th 


on of a new hospital and clinic 
anniversary of the founding of 


the Cooperative Health Federation of America marked the feé 


eration’s annual meeting here. ‘© 

At the dedication ceremonies, 
Minnesota Gov, Orville Freeman 
praised the people of Two Harbors 
for their courageous pioneer spirit 
“in bringing to Minnesota its first 
plan for complete medical care on 
a prepayment basis.” 

A meeting of the Group Health 
Institute for the United States and 
Canada, held in conjunction with 
the CHF’s annual meeting, brought 
nearly 200 representatives of all 
the outstanding direct service labor 
health centers and plans’ in the 


tional officials. 


The group adopted a resolu- 
tion commending the AFL-CIO 
for backing the work of the As- 
sociation of Labor Health Ad- 
ministrators, and urging labor 
to continue sponsoring group 
medical plans. 

The meeting voted unanimously 
to change the name of the CHFA 
to the Group Health Federation of 
America, 

Founded in 1946 in Two Har- 
bors, the CHFA was set up as an 
association of prepaid health and 
insurance plans in the United 
States and Canada. The Commu- 
nity Health Association of Two 


Harbors, a charter member of 
the CHFA, for years had to fight 
off attempts of hostile forces to 
destroy it. © 

Enemies of prepaid group medi- 
cal care tried to prevent the build 
ing of the clinic and to deny ass0 
ciation doctors access to the new 
hospital. But the townspeople 
strongly supported the project. 


N. J. Standard Held 
The World’s Worst 


Rome—The Standard Oil 
Co. of New Jersey is the 
“most arrogant and imperial- 
istic” oil company in the 
world, delegates to the second 
world congress of the Intl. 
Federation of Petroleum 
Workers agreed. 

They also authorized the 
opening of regional offices in 
the Middle East and Far East 
as part of a widespread or- 
ganizational campaign. AFI- 
CIO Vice Pres. O. A. Knight, 
president of the Oil, Chemical 
& Atomic Workers, was re 
elected president, and Loyd 
Haskins, also of the OCcAW,; 
was renamed general secre 
tary. 
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ETHICAL PRACTICES SESSION: 
the case of the Bakery Workers Union. Report may be given to AFL-CIO Executive Council 


meeting starting Aug. 12. 


union’s case. 


Scene asthe Ethical Practices Committee held hearings in 


Chairman A. J. Hayes (at center of dais) presides; AFL-CIO Pres. 
Meany (at left of dias) observes; Pres. James Cross of Bakery Union nal end of table) presents 


St. Louis—A determination to 


and by-laws, and consideration of 
some 58 resolutions. 


Election of new officers was 
postponed to Aug. 8. The con- 
vention accepted the resigna- 
tions of all incumbent interna- 
tional officers, to clear the way ~ 
for a new election and a com- 
plete new top leadership if the 
delegates so decided. 


Interest of the rank-and-file of 
the 80,000-member union was re- 
flected by the presence of 504 of 
the 525 delegates eligible to attend. 


Heaton Not Running 
In his opening address, Pres. 
Earl Heaton told the delegates that 
he would not seek re-election “in 


CementStrike 
Full Victory, 
Union Claims 


Chicago—Only one firm employ- 
ing about 1,000 workers has held 
out against settlement of the strike 
by the Cement, Lime and Gypsum 
Workers. 

.Four plants of the General Port- 
land Cement Co. in Tampa, Fla., 
and Dallas and Houston, Tex., have 
yet to settle and bring a conclusion 
to the strike which at one time 
involyed 16,000 workers and cur- 
tailed the nation’s cement, supply 
by 75 percent. 

Sec.-Treas. Toney Gallo of the 
union said the holdout firm had 
agreed mainly on the same package 
which brought about settlements 
with 70 other companies, but that 
local issues were still in dispute. 
He characterized the strike as an 
outstanding victory for the union. 

“It was rough for a while,” Gallo 
said, “but for the first time the 
industry has recognized the prin- 
ciple of premium pay for Sunday 
work.” 

He explained that most cement 
plants work around the clock on 
a seven-day basis. Gallo noted 
that the union made “tremendous 
gains” in its objectives of. shift 
premium payments and a fourth 
week of vacation. 

“When the strike began,” he 
commented, “the companies were 
offering 10 cents as a top figure. 
The average settlement package is 
worth around 16 cents and on the 
west coast it has been valued at 
well above 17 cents an hour.” 

Although some plants struck 
May 1 and a few others went out 
later that month, most plants 
closed down July 1 and the average 
duration of the strike was five 
weeks. 


Expert Picked to Head 
UAW Retiree Program 


Detroit—Charles E. Odell, spe- 
cial assistant to the Under-Secre- 
tary of Labor on coordinating the 
older workers’ program, has been 
named coordinator of _ retired 
Workers’ activities for the Auto 
Workers. 

Under a mandate handed. down 
by the last UAW convention, he 
will assist in the development of 
the union’s. new and enlarged pro- 
gram for its more than 75,000 re- 
tired members. A graduate of 
New York University, he has had 
wide experience in the field of 
Older workers’ problems during a 
Career in the Labor Dept. and U.S. 
Employment Service that began in 


U. S. Steel Fetes Brass 
With Gold Plate Special 


The Washington Star, which has covered a lot of dinners 
and banquets in its day, ordinarily doesn’t play fast and loose 
with adjectives. 

But the Star hauled out words like “lavish” and “elaborate” 
to describe the dinner party thrown by U.S. Steel’s vice 
president in Washington in honor of Adm. Arthur W. Rad- 
ford, retiring head of the joint chiefs of staff. 

Some 74 guests—described as a “dazzling array of top 
government officials”—sat down with U.S. Steel and broke 
bread, 

In addition to bread, the guests ate—from gold plates— 
such items as (1) oxtail soup with sherry; (2) croustade of 
fresh Maine lobster a la Americaine with rice pilaff; (3) bone- 


‘Jess rock Cornish hen Perigourdine and (4) a dessert of souffle 


glace au grand marnier. 

Lewis M. Parsons, the vice president who played host at 
the dinner, denied rumors that Radford may join the U.S. 
Steel team of top executives when he retires on Aug. 15. 
But Parsons assured reporters that “it’s quite the opposite; 
the Radfords are great friends of mine.” 

Other guests of Big Steel included the head of the Office of 
Defense Mobilization; the secretary of the Navy; the chief 
of naval operations; the commandant of the Marine Corps; 
the commandant of the Coast Guard; the deputy assistant to 
Pres. Eisenhower; six (6) assistant secretaries of defense; the 
undersecretaries of the army and navy; and a considerable 
array of past and present military brass. 

Also breaking bread, as well as croustade of lobster a la 
Americaine, were seven U.S. Steel executives and the head 
of the American Iron & Steel Institute. 


Biemiller Cites Record 
Of ‘Wreck’ Law Backers 


Andrew J. Biemiller, director of the AFL-CIO Department of 


the interest of maximum unity.” 
Reg. Directors Carl W. Griepen- 
trog of Milwaukee, and Edward T. 
Donahue of Lansing, Mich., were 
the candidates seeking to replace 
Heaton, 

The AFL-CIO sent Peter Mc- 
Gavin, administrative assistant to 
Pres. George Meany, to “monitor” 
the convention and keep tab on the 
reports made by the union’s ex- 
ecutive board to the convention 
delegates. 

Each board member made a de- 


tions from the floor. 


Most of the questions re- 
quested detailed answers as to 
why and how the executive board 
had agreed to pay $50,000 to 
Anthony Dorio, deposed secre- 
tary-treasurer of the interna- 
tional, as a settlement in lieu of 


AIW Convention Moves 
To ‘Clean Up’ Union 


comply with the mandate of the 


AFL-CIO Executive Council to “clean up” their union of “corrupt 
influences” and prevent any recurrences in the future characterized 
i) the special convention of the Allied Industrial Workers Union which 
ij opened here Aug. 5. 


Among the business still on hand, 
f| at this paper’s press time, were a 
Jj revision of the AIW constitution 


tailed report and answered ques- 


would have had if he had served 
out his term. 

Payment of $25,000 had pre- 
viously been made and a note | 
for the other $25,000 is held by 
Dorio. : 

Delegates also asked the report 
ing officers sharp questions pertain- 
ing to steps taken against Angelo 
Inciso, head of a former Chicago 
local. 


The AFL-CIO Ethical Practices 
Committee report had charged that 
Inciso increased employers’ insur- 
ance payments for employes with- 
out increasing benefits; co-mingled 
insurance premiums and union 
funds; and spent union funds lav- 
isly for gifts and trips which had 
no connections with union business, 

Inciso also was an officer of an 
insurance company which did busi- 
ness directly with his local. When 
the union’s executive board ex- 
pelled Inciso from the international 
in 1955, he took his local unions 
with him, along with their treas- 
uries containing an estimated $300, 
000. 

By spontaneous demand of the 
delegates, after the officers had 
handed in their resignations, Mc- 
Gavin took over the chair and 
conducted the convention until 
the new election was held. 


The temper of the delegates was 
revealed by their loud applause 
when McGavin urged that the ATW 
not only refuse to pay the $25,000 
promissory note given Dorio, but 
that it take proper action to recover 
the first $25,000 given him. 

He also urged that. the incoming 
officers be “instructed to begin im- 
mediately to regain the member- 
ship Inciso took with him and get 


salary and pension benefits he 


back every cent he owes the union.” 
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Legislation, charged that the proponents of the so-called “right- 
to-work” laws are those who “fought workmen’s. compensation 


laws, social security laws, child® 


labor laws, safety laws, and used 
every trick in the book to try to 
divide and weaken the workers.” 

Heard on the ABC-TV program, 
Open Hearing, Biemiller declared 
that, “the propagandists for big 
business in this country ought to 
be awarded handsome remunera- 
tion by big business because they 
dream up such enticing phrases to 
mask their schemes — ‘right-to- 
work’ nowadays and the American 
Plan some years ago.” 

Sen. Carl T. Curtis (R-Neb.), a 
member of the Senate Select Com- 
mittee on Improper Activities in 
Labor and Management, who was 
also on the program, claimed that 
the “right-to-work” is a basic free- 

“Prance talked about the ‘right- 
to-work’ back in 1791,” he, said. 


1937, 


“And throughout all the years the 


courts have held that this is a basic 
freedom, and «the ‘right-to-work’ 
without joining any organization 
has been approved by our Supreme 
Court.” 

Biemiller ‘was interviewed by 
John Secondari and Curtis by 
Robert Fleming, both of ABC 
news. 

Biemiller noted that the Na- 
tional Association of Manufac- 
turers and the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States 
“know very well that what makes 
a union strong is unity. Unless 
a worker is able to meet the em- 
ployer in unity he simply cannot 
effectively take part in collective 
bargaining.” 

He said that, “many employ- 
ers prefer a union shop because 
they know that with it the union 
has the necessary power to live 


up to all its obligations.” 
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Probers Bare Employer-Racket’ Tie-Uj i 


Low-Paid Workers Victims 
Of Dio-Organized Drive 


(Continued from Page 1) 

The employes, mostly Puerto 
Ricans, promptly joined with $15 
to $20 initiation fees, paid $1 a 
week in dues—and got in return 
a $2 weekly wage increase and no 
other benefits. 

Workers would be “laid off,” 
said Miss Nunez, and when re- 
hired would have to pay another 
“jnitiation fee.” 

The contract provided no griev- 
ance machinery, no seniority clause, 
no welfare plan, no effective vaca- 
tion clause, she testified. 


Mario Montaldo, a Puerto 
Rican, told how a pen-company 
employer “made a deal” with a 
Dio local, next allowed the 
workers to be shifted to a Team- 
sters “paper local,” and how the 
workers were never allowed to 
see their so-called “contract.” 


As foreman, Montaldo testified, 
he was compelled to fire “trouble- 
makers” who led a brief strike 


carrying signs denouncing the shop 


as a “racket shop” controlled by a 
“Dio local.” 


Led Strike Against Dio 

He himself was then fired, got a 
new job. and led workers at his 
new plant in resisting a “paper 
local.” The workers, too, after 
striking against the Dio local got 
into the Electrical, Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers union. 

Asked how many of the thou- 
sands of Negro and Puerto Rican 
workers in his area of New York 
were victimized by “‘racket unions,” 
Montaldo replied, “about 90 per- 
cent.” 


The UAW-AFL ‘changed its 
name last year to Allied Indus- 
trial Workers and has since lifted 
all charters of the Dio locals. 
The union is on probation as an 
affiliate of the AFL-CIO. 

John McNiff, executive secretary 
of the Association of Catholic 
Trade Unionists, charged that his 
organization’s investigations showed 
that in New York “collusion be- 
tween crooked management and 
crooked unions” threatened legit- 
imate business and the rights of 
a million workers. 


Employer Blames “Partner” 

A typical employer’s story about 
dealing with Dio locals came from 
Sidney Chernuchin, who signed up 
with UAW-AFL Local 649 for 
“eight delivery boys,” paid $96 a 
month from company funds for 
their “dues” and “welfare” pay- 
ments—and conceded that his 
workers got “no benefit” from the 
@o-called “contract.” 

Chernuchin claimed he didn’t 
know what “benefit” his com- 
pany gained from the “contract” 
-—and placed responsibility for it 
on a “deceased partner.” 

Another typical story came from 
Maurice Ehrlich, a Bronx engine- 
parts plant official, who signed a 
contract with Local 649 after an 
approach from Abe Brier, a Dio 
henchman. 

Legal Minimum 

Did the employes get wage in- 
creases? he was asked. “Only to 
$40 a week, the legal minimum,” 
he said. Asked whether there was 
any other benefit to them, he re- 
plied, “Of course not.” 


When Counsel Kennédy asked 
him whether such deals as his 
did not put “employers in the 
same category as a racket union,” 
Ehrlich replied, “We’ve got to 
make the best deal so we can 
stay in business.” 

Stanley Lehrer, attorney for an 
auto-glass dealers trade association, 
told how his firms signed a three- 
year contract with a Dio local— 
and also hired Dio’s Equitable 


Research Associates Corp., a-so- 
called labor consultant service, for 
$2,500 across the period. 


Shorter Hours Bid Killed 


Lehrer conceded.that any bene- 
fits to the employes~were “inci- 
dental,” but that the connection 
with Dio’s Equitable Research paid 
off. 


wv” 

The union in 1956, he said, 
made noises about getting hours 
cut to 40.a week. The glass dealers 
turned it down, Lehrer telephoned 
Dio—and that was the last heard 
about shorter hours. 

Lehrer said his association ac- 
tually paid Dio only $808 before 
the racketeer was indicted last year 
on extortion charges. 

Irving Jacobson, executive vice 
president of the Roto Broil Co., 
claimed to the committee that he 
and two partners had “financial 
difficulties” after they signed with 
a Dio local. 


He then admitted that the com- 
pany had, without telling its work- 
ers, failed to transmit to the union 
$23,000 in dues-withholdings in 
1954-56—and -that in 1955 alone 
he and partners had taken out 
$125,000 in salaries, expenses and 
profits. The company is now in 
forced reorganization. 


Merrill Hermanson, a__ floral 
decorator hiring 50 to 100 em- 
ployes, testified he engaged Dio’s 
Equitable Research firm as “labor 
consultants” when he feared being 


Mario Montaldo 
Protested “soft” contract 
ganizers learned that Dio was “in 
charge” they went away and didn’t 

return. : 

Asked McClellan grimly: “You 
paid Dio $1,800 that year for pro- 
tection, didn’t you?” Hermanson 
acknowledged it—but claimed that 
“any small businessman” could 
make a “mistake.” 

Louis Pope, Gwner of an auto- 
body repair shop, told how his trade 
association “organized” a fictitious 
union—Independent Auto Workers, 
Local 101-A—with spurious mem- 
bership cards, union-shop placards 
and a fake contract to fight off 
organization by a Dio Teamsters 
“paper local.” 

The scheme was never carried 


Bertha Nunez 
She challenged a Dio racketeer 


mittee operations apparently fright- 
ened off the Dio agents, Pope tes- 
tified. 


Children Threatened : 


Paul Claude, president of a 
plumbing - fixture company, ap- 
peared genuinely frightened as he 
told of threats by Max Chester, a 
Dio associate, who tried to extort 
$2,000 by offering a union contract 
with no benefits to workers that 


‘Claude could “live with.” 


‘ Chester eventually extorted 
$1,400 in small payments after 
pulling a strike with the alleged 
help of city police. At every 
conversation, Claude testified, 
Chester talked lengthily about 
the “dangers” to “children play- 


_ children?” © 


unionized. 


Thereafter when or- 


out because the McClellan com- 


ing in the streets” and asked 


Boston Priest Writes: 


Business’ Pious Pokes at Labor 
Do Not Jibe With Practices 


(The AFL-CIO News is reprinting the fol- 
lowing article entitled “What's Good for GM,” 
from the Pilot, weekly paper of the Boston 
Roman Catholic archdiocese.) 


By Rev. George W. Casey 


ECRETARY WILSON’s now somewhat stale 
dictum that what is good for General Mo- 
tors is good for the country is poor political 
philosophy and not always borne out by the evi- 
dence, but it is good as a sample of business’ 
stuffy and astonishing assumption of moral su- 
periority—an assumption that is now swelling in 
direct proportion as labor’s sins come to light. 
On the first point of equating General ‘Motors’ 
good, and presumably that of the whole automo- 
tive industry, with the country’s good—undoubt- 
edly the first good of a commercial enterprise as 
such, is sales. 


And the automotive industry never had it - 


better. 

But how have they done it? By pandering to 
some of the silliest cravings in human nature. 
Speed, speed for its own sake, every year more 
speed and power, portrayed in the most com- 
pelling ways on television. Speed for everybody 
when speed and get away are needed only a tiny 
fraction of the time by a fraction of the people. 


Pander to Vanity 

Then vanity. Ever longer and lower ‘cars, and 
radical designs every year to quicken necdless 
turnover. The number, size and shape of your 
vehicles, mere vehicles, has been made the meas- 
ure of your importance and status in the com- 
munity. 

And self-indulgence. People are implored to 
scrimp and mortgage their security for riding 
comfort and the avoidance of the slightest effort 
in operation of their vehicle. When vehicles have 
offered all the comfort anyone could need for 
years now. 

As a result of all this we have every kid who 
reaches 16 clamoring for a car; two or three cars 
in every family; streets clogged with a great ex- 
cess of them, and the slaughter on the highways. 
Has that been good for the country? 

Business lifts its hands in horror at the graft 
and corruption on the higher levels of labor lead- 
ership. And well it might for this graft cries 
out to heaven for correction. 


But directors and top executives of companies 
have no more right to vote themselves uncon- 
scionable salaries and bonuses than have labor 
leaders. 


The very percentage of their companies, prop- 
erties and assets are owned by other people, 
stockholders who have no voice in management, 
and not too much in the division of the profits. 

Well-Paying Sinecures 

Management has no more right to place its 
sons and nephews in well-paying sinecures than 
have labor leaders. And who knows any execu- 
tive who has a son who wants-a job and does 
not have it? 

The sums that business makes available for 
the purchase of wine, women and song for the 
buyers must be fantastic, judging by what one 
sees. 

The way business is sought and secured on. the 
golf courses, and ocean voyages, by admission to 
exclusive clubs and neighborhoods and the swap- 
ping of all manner of favors: the mark-ups, dis- 
counts and multiple prices for the same articles 
on the same days, and sundry other time-hon- 
ored practices make the old Chinese ways of do- 
ing business seem less funny. . 

In the old days around the turn of the century, 
when American industry was burgeoning and 
most of our present inherited wealth was being 
piled up, business was reputed to have bought 
and sold legislatures, governors and mayors; 
building colleges and libraries in its mellower 
moments to be sure. 


Connive With Crooks 

And in our own day we see that many busi- 
nesses have connived with crooked labor leaders 
in crooked ways. I heard a waterfront chaplain 
say that management was as responsible for wa- 
terfront crime as labor was. 

It does no good for the pot to call the kettle 
black, except that the kettle might want to be 
cleaner. 

But business has enjoyed the discomfiture of 
labor so patently, and has dropped its eyes so 
piously when wrong is mentioned, and has been 
so blithely followed by all of us in the direction 
of public affairs that a little finger pointing may 
not be unwarranted; or unfair. And may move 
the public to keep its guard up. 


Stanley Lehrer 
Auto-glass dealers paid Dio 


repeatedly: “How’s your family? 
How’s your wife? How’s your 


“At this moment I am scared 
for my children,” Claude told th 
committee. 4 


Heavy-bearded Max Chester, res 
leased from jail where he is awaits 
ing sentence on an extortion co 
viction, invoked the Fifth Amen 
ment in declining to answer alf 
committee questions except hi 
name. ' 


. So did Stanley Seglin, now 
officer of an “independent” Localy 
224—its charter was lifted by 
Allied Industrial Workers—andam 
once an alleged trustee of Team: q 
sters “paper local” 362, controlled 
by Abe Brier. 


So, did Milton Holt, secretaryaig : 
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treasurer of Teamsters Local 805,@ 
when questioned about his contro 
of an alleged “bouncing charter” 
of UAW-AFL Local 228. E 
Other Dio associates who 
voked the Fifth Amendment in req 
fusing to answer questions included; 
Bernard Tolkow, chief of the local 
with the Roto Broil contract; 
Frank Easton and George Snydet@ 
of Local 224; and Harry Reiss, Am@ 
thur Santamaria and David Cosen-] 
tina of onetime UAW-AFL Local™ 
227, now alleged officers of Team-] 
sters “paper” Local 284. 
A talkative veteran slot-machineé 
operator, Sam Getlan, said he de+ 
cided to get in the “union business” 
about 1950 and “organized” an 
independent local of coin-machine 
operators and employes to “pro- 
tect their territory” from invade 
with a union label. 
A former toiler for New 4 
York’s gambler Frank Costello, @ 
Getlan complained that as an | 
independent he felt “without a 7 
father or a mother.” He learned 
Holt had the “charter” for UAW- 
AFL 228, got it “for nothing” 
from Holt, but gave it back in 
three months because the union 
“wasn’t giving me no service.” 


Getlan conceded that his union @ 
operations—bringing in $30,000 a 
year in dues and fees for 4,000 > 
coin machines—merely supported | 
him, a secretary and two or three 
maintenance men. The local 8% 
now affiliated with the AFL-CIO 


Jewelry Workers. ~ 
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